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I JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

India and Morocco conclude five MoUs to enhance cooperation in various fields 

 India and Morocco have signed five memorandums of understanding (MoUs) covering fields as diverse as water 

resources management, television broadcasting, institutional co-operation and cultural and educational exchanges, 

further providing venues for enhanced cooperation.  

 The MoUs were signed during delegation-level talks in the presence of Vice President Mohammad Hamid Ansari 

and Moroccan Prime Minister Abdelilah Benkirane in Rabat.  

 Mr. Ansari also held one-to-one talks with the Moroccan Prime Minister in which the two leaders discussed a range 

of issues, including terrorism. Two speakers from both the countries have also offered to set up a Parliament Forum 

between the two countries for the exchange of information.  

Astana Summit: India and Pakistan to become Full members of SCO  

 India and Pakistan‘s admission to the China-backed Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) will be formalised 

at the SCO‘s summit to be held in Astana, Kazakhstan. The Astana Summit will be held on 8-9 June.  

 The summit will complete the admission procedures of these two countries.  

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organisaiton (SCO) granted full membership status to Pakistan and India during its Ufa 

summit held in Russia in 2015.  

 India signed the Memorandum on accession in June 2016.  

 The presence of world‘s two most populous countries, China and India in the grouping would make SCO as the 

organisation with the largest population coverage. 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Four month window to disclose black money opens today 

 The Income Declaration Scheme which seeks to provide an opportunity to all person who have not declared their 

income correctly in previous years to come forward and declare undisclosed incomes, will open today and will 

remain in force till 30th of September, 2017. 

 The Scheme is part of Finance Act, 2016 and will provide an opportunity to domestic black money holders to come 

clean by paying tax and penalty of 45 % on undisclosed assets.  

 Under the scheme, the declarations can be filed online or with the jurisdictional Principal Commissioners of 

Income-tax across the country. 

India Loses its Fast Growing Economy Tag to China June  

 As per the data released by the Ministry of Statistics, India registered 7.1% growth in the financial year 2016-17, 

which is slower than the 8% registered in 2015-16. 

  In the fourth quarter of 2016-17, India registered a growth of GDP growth of 6.1% compared with China‘s 6.9% in 

the same period. Hence, it has lost its fastest-growing major economy tag in the fourth quarter of 2016-17.   

 A decline is also visible in the Gross value added (GVA) growth. It was 6.6% for 2016-17 and 5.6% in the Q4 of 

2016-17, compared with 7.9% in 2015-16 and 8.7% in Q4 of that year. The GDP growth rate has registered a 

slightly higher growth because of proportionate increase in indirect tax net of subsidies.  

 While GDP gives a picture of whole economy, GVA gives pictures at enterprises, government and households 

levels. In other words, GDP is GVA of all enterprises, government and households. 

 Further, Gross Value Added (GVA) broadly reflects the supply or production side of the economy.  

 The GDP numbers have been computed based on the new 2011-12 base year recently adopted for data including the 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP) and Wholesale Price Index (WPI). 
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SPARROW-ITS 

 Smart Performance Appraisal Report Recording Online Window was recently to enable the Indian Trade Service 

(ITS) officers to fill their Annual Performance Appraisal Report (APAR) online for the year 2016-17 onwards. 

 The APARs would be generated and transmitted online to the concerned officers for filling up of the self appraisal. 

The officer can then submit the self appraisal online through Digitally Signed Signature (DSC) or through E-sign. 

 The subsequent processes of reporting and reviewing would also be done online by the Reporting and Reviewing 

Officer by using DSC or E-sign. The timelines have been drawn up for each stage of the process.   

 The entire process of filling up of APAR would have to be completed by 31st December and no remarks can be 

added after that date. 

SEBI Approves Airtel and Telenor Merger  

 Bharti Airtel has stated that it has got approvals from the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), Bombay 

Stock Exchange (BSE) and National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) for the proposed scheme of merger with 

Telenor (India) Communications Private Ltd.  

 Bharti Airtel now has filed the joint company application before the New Delhi Bench of the National Company 

Law Tribunal for approval. Bharti Airtel had announced its proposed merger with Telenor South Asia Investments 

Pte Ltd in February. 

 The merger will transfer all of Telenor India‘s assets and customers and thus augmenting Airtel‘s overall customer 

base and network. The merger is also subject to other statutory approvals like that of the Competition Commission 

of India. The merger will further bolster Airtel‘s strong spectrum foot-print in seven circles including Andhra 

Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, Gujarat, UP (East), UP (West) and Assam. These seven circles with a huge population 

concentration will offer a high potential for growth. It will result in the addition of 43.4 MHz spectrum in the 1800 

MHz band. 

GOVT SCHEME/DIGITAL INDIA 

Telangana Launches T-Wallet  

 Telangana has launched a digital wallet named T-Wallet for people to make  public and private financial 

transactions. 

DEFENCE 

First Scorpene submarine Kalvari to be commissioned by July 

 The first of the six Scorpene submarines- Kalvari, being built in India under technology transfer is likely to join the 

Navy by end of July. Kalvari is going through its final phase of trials. 

 Kalvari is named after a deep-sea tiger shark. The Scorpene is part of the ambitious Project 75 of Indian Navy‘s 

submarine programme. 

 This type of submarine is designed to operate in all theatres including the Tropics. It can undertake various types of 

missions that are undertaken by any modern submarine including anti-surface warfare, anti-submarine warfare, 

mine laying, intelligence gathering, surveillance, etc. 

 With its superior stealth capability, it can launch a crippling attack on the enemy using precision guided weapons. 

The attack can be launched with torpedoes, as well as tube launched anti-ship missiles, whilst underwater or on 

surface. 

EVENTS 

Asia's largest tech trade show COMPUTEX kicks off in Taipei 
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 Asia‘s largest technology trade show COMPUTEX has kicked off in Taipei, Taiwan on 31st of May.  

 The show will be held for 5 consecutive days, with 1,602 exhibitors, from more than 1,600 companies from 30 

countries using 5,009 booth spaces to showcase their latest products.  

 The trade show has been organized by TAITRA ( Taiwan External Trade Development Council ) and TCA (Taipei 

Computer Association). The trade show has 4 main themes that focuses on : IoT applications, innovations and 

startups, business solutions, and gaming.  

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

ISRO‟s GSLV-Mk III Launched  

 ISRO‘s GSLV-Mk III has been launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on June 5, 2017. 

GSLV-Mk III is the heaviest rocket ever made by ISRO which is capable of carrying heavy payloads.  

Salient Facts  

 GSLV-Mk III can put four-tonne satellites in the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) and is capable of placing 

up to eight tonnes in a Low Earth Orbit (LEO).  

 This capacity is enough to carry a manned module and launch people into space. The rocket has three-stages with 

two solid motor strap-ons (S200), a liquid propellant core stage (L110) and a cryogenic stage (C-25).  

 The solid booster S200 is the third largest solid booster in the world. It was successfully tested at the Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre (SDSC), Sriharikota on January 24, 2010.  

 The indigenously developed cryogenic upper stage, C-25, which is the most difficult component was successfully 

tested on February 18, 2017. 

  On June 5, GSLV-Mk III‘s first developmental flight, D1, will place GSAT-19 satellite into space. GSAT-19 will 

help to improve telecommunication and broadcasting areas. This is India‘s first fully functional rocket to be tested 

with a cryogenic engine.  

 Cryogenic engine makes use of liquid propellants (liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen). ISRO took about 25 years, 

11 flights and over 200 tests on different components to come up with this rocket. 

  The rocket weighs 640-tonne which will be equivalent to the weight of 200 fully-grown Asian elephants.  

 The rocket will be India‘s heaviest but shortest rocket with a height of 43 metre. 

ADB and PNB sign $100 million loan to finance Solar Rooftop projects 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Punjab National Bank (PNB) have signed a $100 million loan — to 

be guaranteed by the Government of India — that will finance large solar rooftop systems on industrial and 

commercial buildings throughout India.  

 The PNB will use the ADB funds to make further loans to various developers and end users to install rooftop solar 

systems. 

 This is the first tranche loan of the $500 million multi tranche finance facility Solar Rooftop Investment Program 

(SRIP) approved by ADB in 2016.  

 The financing includes $330 million from ADB‘s ordinary capital resources and $170 million from the multi donor 

Clean Technology Fund (CTF) administered by ADB.  

 The first tranche loan of $100 million would be financed entirely from the CTF. 

NASA‟s Parker Solar Probe to Explore Sun‟s Atmosphere  

 NASA‘s Parker Solar Probe will be launched in the summer of 2018 to explore the sun‘s atmosphere.  

 The purpose of the launch will be to study sun‘s outer atmosphere and to understand how sun works.  

 The name of the probe initially called the Solar Probe Plus has been renamed as the Parker Solar Probe in honor of 

astrophysicist Eugene Parker.  

 This is the first time NASA has named a spacecraft after a living person.  
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OBITUARY 

Bollywood actor and Comedian Razzak Khan passes away 

 Famous comic star Razzak Khan, who is popularly known for his comic roles in movies like Hello Brother, 

Hungama and Hera Pheri has passed away after having a heart attack in Mumbai.  

APPOINTMENT 

Admiral Sunil Lanba takes over as Chief of Naval Staff 

 Admiral Sunil Lanba has taken over as the new Chief of Naval Staff.  

 The 58-year-old Lanba, a specialist in Navigation and Direction, will have the full three-year tenure as the Navy 

Chief.  

 He has succeeded Admiral R K Dhowan. 

BS Bassi appointed as UPSC Member 

 The President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed Bhim Sain Bassi, IPS (Retd) as a member of Union Public Service 

Commission (UPSC). 

PLACES IN NEWS 

World‟s longest and deepest rail tunnel has inaugurated in Switzerland 

 The world's longest and deepest rail tunnel, running under the Switzerland Alps, has inaugurated in Switzerland. 

The 57-kilometer long Gotthard Base Tunnel has connected northern and southern Europe and shorten travel time 

for many rail routes.  

 This tunnel was built in 17 years by 2,400 workers, which cost of over 12 billion dollars. The full service of this 

tunnel will begin in December.  

 Till now, the Japan's Seikan tunnel, which has measured 53.9 kilometers, was the longest rail tunnel in the world.  

SPORTS 

Historian Ramachandra Guha resigns as BCCI Administrator  

 Historian Ramachandra Guha has tendered his resignation as BCCI administrator citing personal reasons.  

 He submitted his resignation letter to Chairman of the Committee of Administrators of the BCCI Vinod Rai on May 

28. 

  Ramachandra Guha was one among the four administrators appointed by the Supreme Court on January 30 to run 

the affairs of BCCI. The four member committee was headed by former Comptroller and Auditor General Vinod 

Rai.  

 The other two members are managing Director of Infrastructure Development Finance Company (IDFC) Vikram 

Limaye and former Indian women cricket captain Diana Edulji.  

 

Only 4 Indians Feature in ESPN World Fame 100 list  

 India captain Virat Kohli, former captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni and left-handed batsmen, Yuvraj Singh and 

Suresh Raina are the only Indians who featured in ESPN‘s ranking of the 100 most famous active athletes in the 

world. 

  In the list, Virat kohli has been placed in the 13th spot, Dhoni in the 15th spot and Yuvrai and Raina in the 90th 

and 95th places respectively. T 
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 he first place in the list was occupied by Portuguese footballer Christiano Ronaldo followed by Lebron James, 

soccer star Lionel Messi, tennis star Roger Federer, Phil Mickelson, Neymar, Usain Bolt, Kevin Durant, Rafael 

Nadal and Tiger Woods in that order. 

2 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

 India gifts 2,000 bicycles to poor dalit girls in Nepal 

 India has gifted 2,000 bicycles to poor dalit girls in different government schools of Nepal to encourage them to 

enrol in schools and enhance the literacy rate among them.  

 The bicycles gifting programme received a total financial assistance of NRs 13.65 million by the Government of 

India under its Small Development Project scheme. 

 Apart from this, the Government of India has been extending assistance to various programmes for improvement of 

education and health services in all districts of Nepal, like gifting 59 ambulances, 7 buses and one eye care van in 

four districts to cater the medical and educational needs of the local people. The projects are the part of India-Nepal 

Economic programme which has an outlay of over NRs 76 billion with more than 529 large and small development 

projects completed or currently being implemented all across Nepal.  

 

NATIONAL 

Rajasthan leads in child marriages 

 The report of a study conducted on child marriages by Young Lives in coordination with the National Commission 

for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has been released. 

 Rajasthan has reported the highest incidence of child marriages in the country. 2.5% of marriages of minor girls 

were reported in Rajasthan. 

 Rajasthan is followed by 15 States, including Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Sikkim, 

Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Nagaland, Assam, Maharashtra, Tripura, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Karnataka. 

 Rajasthan also topped in the percentage (4.69%) of boys marrying below the legal age of 21 years. Thirteen other 

States reported a higher percentage of child marriages among boys when compared with the national average. 

 No marriage below 10 years of age was reported across the country. 

 Across the country, 12.9% of girls got married in the age of 10-17 years and 43.6% between 18-20 years. However, 

only 4.9% of boys got married in the 10-17 years age group and 11.2 % in the 18-below 21 age group. 

 There is a minor decline of 0.1% in the marriage of minor girls. The decline in rural India, between 2001 and 2011 

Census, was marginally higher than in the whole of the country. However, the incidence of child marriage among 

girls increased substantially in urban India from 1.78% in 2001 to 2.45% in 2011. The absolute number of girls 

married below legal age was 5.1 million. 

 

Global Peace Index 2017 
 India has been ranked 137th in the Global Peace Index 2017, which ranks 163 independent states and territories 

according to their level of peacefulness.  

 In Last year‘s index, India was ranked 141st. This is the eleventh edition of the Global Peace Index (GPI).  

 The index is compiled every year by the Sydney-based think tank Institute for Economics and Peace.  

 GPI is considered as one of the most comprehensive analysis that captures trends in peace, its economic value, and 

how to develop peaceful societies.  

 It has used 23 qualitative and quantitative indicators to measure the state of peace using three thematic domains: the 

level of Societal Safety and Security; the extent of Ongoing Domestic and International Conflict; and the degree of 

Militarisation.  

 Various parameters like the homicide rate, the ease of access to weapons, the impact of terrorism and the number of 

armed services personnel in the population were analyzed in preparing the multifaceted index of peace indicators. 

 Top 10 Peaceful Countries  Iceland (1), New Zealand (2), Portugal (3), Austria (4), Denmark (5), Czech Republic 

(6), Slovenia (7), Canada (8), Switzerland (9), Ireland (10).  
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 Top 10 Least Peaceful Countries   Syria (163), Afghanistan (162), Iraq (161), South Sudan (160), Yemen (159), 

Somalia (158), Libya (157), Sudan and Central African Rep., both countries placed at 155th position and Ukraine 

(154). 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Cabinet clears India Post's payments bank proposal 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal to set up India Post payment bank as Public Limited Company under 

Department of Posts, with 100 percent government equity.  

 The total architecture of postal payments bank is of rs. 800 crore which will have Rs. 400 crore equity and Rs. 400 

crore grant.  

  It will be run by Chief Executive Officer and has plans to have 650 branches operational by September, 2017. 

 

BRICS bank to issue first yuan denominated bonds 
 

 The BRICS Development Bank, also referred as the New Development Bank (NDB) is set to issue its first 

yuan-denominated bonds, which is also known as 'green bonds'.  

 The Shanghai-headquartered bank, founded by the BRICS members (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) 

and headed by eminent Indian banker M V Kamath, is planning to finance development projects in the emerging 

markets and development countries. 

 The reason behind the grant is to support China from sharp slowdown as Chinese economy slipped to 6.9 % last 

year. Although, India is the only member among the BRICS countries whose GDP continues to grow above 7%. 

 

 ICICI Bank cuts lending rate by 0.05% 
 Country's largest private sector lender ICICI Bank has cut its marginal cost of funds-based lending rate (MCLR) by 

0.05 per cent, to take it at par with the rates offered by SBI and HDFC Bank.  

 This will help reduce the rate of interest to new borrowers. Under the new rate structure, the bank will give out 

overnight loans to new borrowers at 8.95 per cent, while the one-year MCLR, to which its housing loans are linked, 

now comes down to 9.15 per cent.  

 RBI introduced the MCLR system from April 1 this year for faster transmission of its policy actions by the lenders. 

GOVT SCHEME/DIGITAL INDIA 

INAM-Pro +: 

 It is a Web Platform for Sale and Purchase of Construction Material and Service launched recently by the Ministry 

of Road Transport & Highways and Shipping. INAM-Pro+ is an upgraded version of INAM-Pro, the web portal 

designed by National Highways and Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL). 

 INAM-Pro+ to include the A to Z of construction materials, equipments/machinery and services like 

purchase/hiring/lease of new/used products and services in the domains of Construction Materials viz, cement, steel, 

bitumen, stone aggregates, concrete, bricks, wood, sanitary items, paint etc. 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

 Prime Minister releases National Disaster Management Plan to make India disaster resilient 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released the National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP). The plan aims to 

make India disaster resilient and reduce loss of lives. 

 It is the first of its kind of national plan prepared in India. It emphasizes on a greater need for Information, 

Education and Communication activities to prepare communities to cope with disasters. 

 The plan is based on the four priority themes of the Sendai Framework namely: 1. Understanding disaster risk, 2. 

Improving disaster risk governance, 3. Investing in disaster risk reduction (through structural and non-structural 

measures), and 4. Disaster preparedness, early warning and building back better in the aftermath of a disaster. 

 

Third gravitational wave merger detected 
 The Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory (LIGO) detectors in the U.S. have detected yet another 

merger of two black holes. 
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 Named GW170104, this signal marks the third confirmed detection of gravitational waves coming from a binary 

black hole merger. 

 It is of great interest to the scientific community that the black holes, having masses nearly 31 times and 19 times 

the sun‘s mass. Until the first detection of gravitational waves by LIGO in 2015 (GW150914) it was not known that 

such massive black holes could exist. 

 The latest detection has revealed not merely a black-hole merger but also the alignment of the spins of the black 

holes. This can shed light on the way the black holes might have formed. In this event, the spins of the individual 

black holes making up the merger are probably not aligned along the same direction. This supports the theory which 

says that black holes form independently in a star cluster, then sink to the centre of the cluster and eventually 

merge. 

 The observation also supports Einstein‘s General Theory of Relativity. According to this theory, gravitational 

waves, unlike light waves, will not disperse as they travel through space. This, too, has been confirmed by the 

analysis of the latest signal. 

 

What are Gravitational Waves? 
 Gravitational waves are the ripples in the pond of spacetime. The gravity of large objects warps space and time, or 

―spacetime‖ as physicists call it, the way a bowling ball changes the shape of a trampoline as it rolls around on it.  

 Smaller objects will move differently as a result – like marbles spiraling toward a bowling-ball-sized dent in a 

trampoline instead of sitting on a flat surface. 

 

Why they are useful? 
 These waves will be particularly useful for studying black holes (the existence of which was first implied by 

Einstein‘s theory) and other dark objects, because they‘ll give scientists a bright beacon to search for even when 

objects don‘t emit actual light. 

 With this, mapping the abundance of black holes and frequency of their mergers could get a lot easier. 

 Since they pass through matter without interacting with it, gravitational waves would come to Earth carrying 

undistorted information about their origin. 

 They could also improve methods for estimating the distances to other galaxies. 

 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

2 Indian-origin women in Forbes' self-made American women list 

 Two Indian-origin women have featured on the Forbes' annual list of America's 60 wealthiest and most successful 

self-made women entrepreneurs. 

 India-born Neerja Sethi, who co-founded IT consulting and outsourcing firm Syntel with her husband Bharat Desai, 

is ranked 16th on 'America's Richest Self-made Women' list while president and CEO of Arista Networks Jayshree 

Ullal is ranked 30th. 

 The richest self-made woman in America is Diane Hendricks, the owner of ABC Supply, the largest wholesale 

distributor of roofing and siding in the country. Hendricks is worth 4.9 billion US dollars. 

APPOINTMENT 

Shashi Shekar Vempati Appointed as CEO of Prasar Bharati  

 Shashi Shekar Vempati has been appointed as the CEO of Prasar Bharati based on the recommendation of the 

three-member committee headed by Vice President.  

 The other two members of the committee was Chairman, Press Council of India and the Secretary, Information and 

Broadcasting, who was also the President‘s nominee. Shashi Shekar Vempati will hold the post for a period of five 

years. Since February 2016, Vempati is currently serving as a Member (part time) of the Prasar Bharati Board. 

 

SPORTS 

League system for Test matches to start by 2019 
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 Dave Richardson, the Chief Executive Officer of the International Cricket Council has stated that a league system 

for Test Cricket will be in place by the end of 2019.  

 Richardson also stated that this system will provide more meaning to the bilateral Test Series.  

 Currently, the only way Test teams are regulated is by the virtue of the Test Rankings. 

 

Novak Djokovic becomes the first player to win a $100m prize money 

 
 World number one Tennis Player Novak Djokovic has become the first professional tennis player to earn more than 

$100 million in prize money when he made the French Open quarter-finals for the 10th time. He has won this after 

his 3-6, 6-4, 6-1, 7-5 win over Spaniard Roberto Bautista Agut.  

 While, Roger Federer, having earned $98,011,727 since he turned pro in 1998, is the next closest player to breaking 

that barrier.  

 In women's section, French Open defending champion Serena Williams is the leader, having earned a total prize 

money of $75,929,696 in 21 years. 

Rahul Johri assumes charge as first ever CEO of BCCI 

 Rahul Johri has assumed charge as first ever chief executive officer (CEO) of the Board of Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI) in Mumbai.   

 He was appointed on the recommendation of the Justice Lodha Committee. 

 

3 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

US exit from Paris climate deal 

 The United States will be withdrawing from the Paris climate agreement, President Donald Trump announced 

recently. He said this move was aimed at protecting American and its citizens. The US is the second-largest emitter 

of greenhouse gases in the world, right behind China. 

 The withdrawal process takes four years. But when it‘s complete, the United States will join a lonely club. Just two 

other countries — Syria and Nicaragua — have rejected the nonbinding agreement. 

 

Indian Origin Leo Varadkar to be the Next PM of Ireland 

 Ireland‘s Fine Gael party has elected a 38 year old Leo Varadkar as prime minister of Ireland. He will succeed Enda 

Kenny.  

 Varadkar will be confirmed as prime minister when Irish parliament next sits on June 13. Leo Varadkar has earned 

the distinction of becoming Ireland‘s first gay prime minister. His election is a striking sign of the Ireland‘s rapid 

social change which was once a staunchly Catholic country.  

 He will also be the youngest person ever and the first from an ethnic minority background to become the Prime 

Minister of Ireland.  

 Mr Varadkar defaeted his rival Simon Coveney by garnering 60% of the votes to lead Fine Gael. 

 

Prime Minister Aleksandar Vucic sworn in as new President of Serbia 
 Aleksandar Vucic has been sworn in as Serbia's new president, promising to work for peace and stability in the 

war-weary Balkans while strengthening the country's armed forces.  

 Vucic formally stepped down from his prime minister's post and took over his new role after his landslide win in 

April's election. 

 

NATIONAL 

India has 31% of world‟s poor kids: report 

 About 31% of the world‘s ―multidimensionally poor‖ children live in India, according to a new report by the 

Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI). OPHI is an economic research centre at the Oxford 

University and the study is based on a survey conducted among 103 countries. 
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What makes a child multidimensionally poor? 

 A ―multidimensionally poor‖ child is one who lacks at least one-third of ten indicators, grouped into three 

dimensions of poverty: health, education and standard of living. The health dimension comprises indicators such as 

nutrition, child mortality, and education. Under standard of living are indicators such as access to cooking fuel, 

improved sanitation, safe drinking water, electricity, flooring, and asset ownership. 

Performance of India: 

 In terms of countries, fully 31% of the 689 million poor children live in India, followed by Nigeria (8%), Ethiopia 

(7%) and Pakistan (6%). 

 In terms of the number of multidimensionally poor children as a proportion of the total population, India stood 37th 

among 103 countries. Out of India‘s 217 million (21.7 crore) children, 49.9% were multidimensionally poor. 

 In terms of absolute numbers, India accounts for both the highest and a staggering number of multi-dimensionally 

poor people. More than 528 million (52.8 crore) Indians are poor, which is more people than all the poor people 

living in Sub-Saharan Africa combined. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

State Bank may opt for QIP 

 The State Bank of India is planning to complete a planned share sale by year-end, probably through a qualified 

institutional placement (QIP). 

What is a QIP? 

 A QIP is a capital raising tool wherein a listed company can issue equity shares, fully and partly convertible 

debentures, or any security (other than warrants) that is convertible to equity shares. Apart from preferential 

allotment, this is the only other speedy method of private placement whereby a listed company can issue shares or 

convertible securities to a select group of investors. But unlike in an IPO or an FPO (further public offer), only 

institutions or qualified institutional buyers (QIBs) can participate in a QIP issuance. QIBs include mutual funds, 

domestic financial institutions such as banks and insurance companies, venture capital funds, foreign institutional 

investors, and others. 

 There are a few rules to follow. The market regulator has stated that there should be at least two QIBs if the issue 

size is less than Rs.250 crore, and at least five investors if the size is more than Rs.250 crore. A single investor 

cannot be allotted more than 50% of the issue. 

How is the price decided? 

 The QIP will be priced not less than the average of the weekly high and low of the closing prices of the equity 

shares during the two weeks preceding the ―relevant‖ date. The ―relevant‖ date will be the opening date of the issue, 

as decided by the company‘s board. In a rising market, such as now, the QIP price is set at an attractive rate. 

 For the issuing company, QIPs are less cumbersome than IPOs and FPOs. It doesn‘t have to file a pre-issue 

document with the capital markets regulator, and only a placement document with the stock exchanges, which only 

has details of the issue. 

 QIP is also a less expensive mode of raising capital than, say, an IPO, FPO or rights issue. 

 For the QIBs, unlike in an IPO where an anchor investor has to stay invested for a month, there are no such 

restrictions with QIPs. 

RBI initiates „prompt corrective action‟ for Dena Bank 

 The Reserve Bank of India has initiated prompt corrective action (PCA) for Dena Bank in view of high net 

non-performing assets and negative return on assets. Last month (May 2017), the central bank had initiated PCA for 

IDBI Bank and UCO Bank in view of high NNPAs and negative ROA. 



VEDANTA INSTITUTE 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 

1 JUNE 2017-30 JUNE 2017 

SCO 209 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR 36-D CHANDIGARH. PH NO 8054369515 

 Prompt Corrective Action is the action which will not have any material impact on the performance of the bank 

infact it will contribute to improve the internal controls of the bank and improvement in its activities. 

 

Samsung Signs MoU with Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) to Set Up 2 more Tech 

Schools 

 Samsung India has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) for setting up two new Samsung Technical Schools in Bengaluru and Jamshedpur as well as to 

renew the partnership for 10 existing schools being run across the country. 

 

SEBI Constitutes Committee on Corporate Governance  

 Market Regulator SEBI has formed a Committee on Corporate Governance under the chairmanship of Uday Kotak, 

the executive vice chairman and managing director of Kotak Mahindra Bank.  

 The move is aimed at improving the standards of corporate governance of listed companies.  

 

GOVT SCHEME 

SMARTGRAM Initiative 

 The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee recently laid the foundation stone of a Driver‘s Training Institute 

and a Secondary School under the SMARTGRAM Initiative at village Dhaula, Gurugram (Haryana). 

 Under the project the selected villages will see new ventures in agriculture, skill development, energy, education, 

heath, employment generation, and entrepreneurship. 

 The model is based on the convergence of resources and effort by the central government, state government, district 

administration, panchayati raj institutions, public sector, private sector and enlightened villagers to enhance the 

environment, connectivity and wellbeing of each village. 

 A ‗smart gram‘, according to the project, would have the required basic physical and social infrastructure with a 

layer of smart information and communication embedded to improve governance and delivery of services, 

livelihood and economic opportunities. 

 

DEFENCE 

Prithvi-II missile successfully test-fired 

  
 Prithvi-II is indigenously developed and is nuclear-capable surface-to-surface 

 The missile is capable of carrying warheads weighing 500 kg to 1,000 kg. 

 With a strike range of 350 km, Prithvi-II is powered by twin-engines which use liquid propulsion. 

 It also uses advanced inertial guidance system with manoeuvring trajectory to hit its target. 

 Notably, Prithvi is India‘s first indigenously-built ballistic missile. It is one of the five missiles being developed 

under the country‘s Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

 Odisha is the first State in India to have developed an automatic public address system that can be activated along 

its entire coast. 

 The State government is all set to commission the ambitious Early Warning Dissemination System (EWDS) that 

would enable loud sirens go off simultaneously from towers at 122 locations by July 2017. 

 Odisha can now warn the vast population residing along its 480 km-long coast by pressing a single button from a 

control room in the State capital in the event of the occurrence of natural disasters like a tsunami or a cyclone. 

 

NASA is all Set to Launch First Ever Mission to Study Neutron Stars  

 NASA is all set to launch the world‘s first ever mission devoted for studying neutron stars. NASA will  launch the 

Neutron Star Interior Composition Explorer, or NICER, aboard a Falcon 9 rocket.  

 The NICER will be installed aboard the International Space Station (ISS) as an external attached payload. About a 

week after its installation, the NICER will begin observing neutron stars. The mission will focus especially on 

Pulsars.  
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 During the mission, NASA will also carry out the world‘s first demonstration of X-ray navigation in space. 

 

4 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

UNGA elects 5 non-Permanent UNSC Members 

 The UN General Assembly has elected Cote D‘Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Kuwait, Poland and Peru as the 

non-permanent members of the Security Council. 

 They have been elected for a period of 2 years beginning January 1, 2018. 

 Netherlands was also elected to serve a one-year term it shares with Italy. 

 UN Security Council is made up of 10 elected members and 5 permanent veto-wielding powers. 

 

NATIONAL 

„Fireball‟ hits computers globally 

 Chinese malware named ‗Fireball‘ has infected over 250 million computers worldwide. 

 It is designed to hijack browsers to change default search engine and track their web traffic on behalf of a digital 

marketing firm called Rafotech. 

 It has the ability to spy on victims, perform efficient malware dropping and execute any malicious code. 

 India and Brazil have been hit worst by Fireball. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

RCom-Aircel merged wireless company 

 Reliance Communications Chairman Anil Ambani has announced that the merged entities of RCom and Aircel will 

be called Aircom. 

 Both R-Com and Maxis will hold 50% each in Aircom. 

 As part of this transaction, RCom‘s overall debt will reduce by Rs 14,000 crore. 

 The merged entity will have the second largest spectrum holding amongst all operators. 

 

SBI funds 100 MW Rooftop solar projects 

 SBI has announced financing of 100 MW rooftop solar projects worth Rs 400 crore for private developers under a 

World Bank programme. 

 The Developers that SBI will be financing include Azure Power, Amplus, and Cleanmax. 

 Capacity of the projects financed range from 25kWp to 16MW. 

 SBI is making efforts to expand and incentivise the market for rooftop solar power by way of low cost financing. 

DEFENCE 

Army to allow women in combat roles 

 Army Chief General Bipin Rawat has said women will soon be inducted in combat roles in the Army. 

 Currently women are allowed in selected areas including in medical, legal, educational, signals and engineering 

wings of the Army. 

 Countries like France, UK, US and Israel have allowed women in combat roles. 

 Indian Air Force, last year, had inducted three women as fighter pilots. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

SpaceX launches 1st recycled cargo ship 



VEDANTA INSTITUTE 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 

1 JUNE 2017-30 JUNE 2017 

SCO 209 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR 36-D CHANDIGARH. PH NO 8054369515 

 SpaceX has launched its first recycled cargo ship to the International Space Station. 

 An unmanned Falcon rocket lifted off from Florida‘s Kennedy Space Center with a Dragon capsule that made a 

station delivery nearly three years ago. 

 When this refurbished Dragon reaches the orbiting lab it will be the first returning craft. 

 This is SpaceX‘s 11th mission under a NASA contract. 

 

NASA to launch Sounding Rocket 
 NASA will launch a sounding rocket which will release blue-green and red artificial clouds. 

 The rocket will eject vapour canisters between 10 to 20 km from the rocket‘s main payload. 

 The vapor tracers will allow scientists on the ground to view the movement of the particles in the ionosphere. 

 The sounding rockets are short lived and follows a parabolic trajectory. 

 

IIT Kharagpur develops „AmbuSens‟ 

 IIT Kharagpur has come up with a wireless technology to remotely monitor patients‘ condition ferried in 

ambulances. 

 ‗AmbuSens the technology has been developed in SWAN lab of the Institute. 

 It can be fitted in an ambulance to ensure remote monitoring of patient condition by doctors even before they reach 

hospital. 

 It can monitor parameters like ECG, heart rate and blood pressure. 

 

Mumbai Metro ties up with Google Maps 

 Mumbai Metro One Pvt Ltd has collaborated with Google Maps to give people its authentic timetable and 

associated geographic details on all Metro stations on the Versova-Andheri-Ghatkopar route. 

 Trip timings of each service operated by them will be available in Google Maps app. 

 The app will also showcase facilities like stairs, escalators, ticket counters, in all the 3 levels of the station. 

OBITUARY 

Abdul Rahman passes away 

 Tamil poet S. Abdul Rahman passed away in Chennai after a brief illness. 

 He was popularly known as Kavikko. 

 Abdul Rahman received several awards and honours such as ‗Kalaimamani‘ title and ‗Agni Akshara‘ Award. 

APPOINTMENT 

Govt retains top law officers 

 The terms of Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi, Solicitor General Ranjit Kumar and five other senior law officers 

have been extended by the government. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has extended the tenure of the law officers until further orders. 

 Rohatgi was appointed as Attorney General on June 11, 2014 while Kumar to the post of Solicitor General on June 

7, 2014. 

 

Mann appointed as Ambassador to Slovenia 

 Param Jit Mann has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Slovenia. 

 He is presently Ambassador of India to the Slovak Republic. 

 He has also served as Joint Secretary in Ministry of External Affairs. 

 

SPORTS 

Praneeth wins Thailand Grand Prix Gold 

 Indian shuttler B Sai Praneeth lifted his maiden Grand Prix gold title by defeating Indonesian Jonatan Christie in the 

men‘s singles final. 

Real Madrid win Champions League 
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 Real Madrid became the first team to retain Champions League title. 

 Real Madrid defeated Juventus 4-1 to clinch 2017 UEFA Champions League. 

Sudha Singh claims gold medal 

 Rio Olympian Sudha Singh claimed a gold medal in the women‘s 3000m steeplechase at 21st Federation Cup 

National Senior Athletics Championships. 

 She clocked 10 minutes 03.01 secs to finish over a 100m ahead of Parul Chaudhary. 

 
5 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Nepal Signs Agreement for Mega Hydroprojects with Chinese Firm  

 Nepal has struck a major deal with China Gezhouba Group Corporation (CGGC) for developing a 1,200 MW 

Budhigandaki Hydroelectric Project, which will be the biggest hydro project in Nepal having the potential to 

resolve its perennial power crisis.  

 The MoU was signed in the presence of outgoing Prime Minister of Nepal Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‗Prachanda‘ and 

Chinese Ambassador to Nepal Yu Hong. 

 

Six Arab Nations Cut Diplomatic Ties with Qatar  

 Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt, Yemen, Libya and UAE have suspended their diplomatic ties with Qatar.  

 All the six countries have announced that they would withdraw their diplomatic staff from Qatar and eject Qatar‘s 

diplomats from their territories.  

 They have also planned to cut air and sea traffic. 

 

GOVT SCHEME 

India‟s first Rural LED Street Lighting Project to be implemented in Andhra Pradesh  

 Government will retrofit 10 lakh conventional street lights with LED lights in Gram Panchayats of 7 districts in 

Andhra Pradesh.  

 The project will be carried out by the Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) functioning under the Ministry of 

Power. This project will be the first rural LED street lighting project under the Government of India‘s Street 

Lighting National Project (SLNP).   

 In the first phase of the project, the districts of Guntur, Prakasham, Nellore, Kurnool, Kadapa, Ananthapur and 

Chittoor will be covered.  

 The total upfront capital cost of the project would be funded by French Development Agency Agence Française de 

Développement (AFD). 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

Tiny Orang roars on tiger density 

 According to a survey, Orang tiger reserve in Assam, which has the smallest core, is host to 28 big cats, thus having 

the highest density nationally. The count was revealed during phase IV of the all-India tiger estimation programme 

of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). 

 Spread over Darrang and Sonitpur districts and notified in February 2016, Orang Tiger Reserve is the 49th in the 

country. It has the smallest core of 78.28 sq. km. 

 It is located on the north bank of the Brahmaputra River. It is also known as the mini Kaziranga National Park 

(IUCN site) since the two parks have a similar landscape made up of marshes, streams and grasslands. 
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 The park has a rich flora and fauna, including great Indian one-horned rhinoceros, pigmy hog, elephants, wild 

buffalo and tigers. It is the only stronghold of rhinoceros on the north bank of the Brahmaputra river. 

 

Citizen scientists find cold new world near solar system 
 

 A brown dwarf over 100 light years away from the Sun has been discovered using a new citizen science tool that 

helps astronomers pinpoint new worlds lurking in the outer reaches of our solar system. These sightings were made 

by the Backyard Worlds volunteers. 

 The Backyard Worlds project lets anyone with a computer and an Internet connection flip through images taken by 

NASA‘s Wide Field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE) spacecraft. 

 If an object is close enough to Earth, it will appear to ―jump‖ when multiple images taken of the same spot in the 

sky a few years apart are compared. 

 The goal for Backyard Worlds volunteers — of which there are more than 37,000 — is to flag the moving objects 

they see in these digital flipbooks for further investigation by the science team. So far, volunteers have classified 

more than 4 million flipbooks. 

 

What are brown dwarfs? 
 

 Brown dwarfs are objects which have a size between that of a giant planet like Jupiter and that of a small star.  

 In fact, most astronomers would classify any object with between 15 times the mass of Jupiter and 75 times the 

mass of Jupiter to be a brown dwarf.  

 Given that range of masses, the object would not have been able to sustain the fusion of hydrogen like a regular star; 

thus, many scientists have dubbed brown dwarfs as ―failed stars‖. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Environment Day: 5 June 

 World Environment Day (WED) is the biggest annual event for positive environmental action and takes place every 

on 5 June. This year‘s host country is Canada. 

 The theme for World Environment Day 2017 is "Connecting People to Nature- in the city and on the land, from 

the poles to the equator". 

About World Environment Day 
 World Environment Day (WED) occurs on 5 June every year, and is the United Nation's principal vehicle for 

encouraging worldwide awareness and action for the protection of our environment.  

 First held in 1973, it has been a flagship campaign for raising awareness on emerging environmental issues from 

marine pollution, human overpopulation, and global warming, to sustainable consumption and wildlife crime. 

 

6 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Sher Bahadur Deuba elected as 40th Prime Minister of Nepal  

 Sher Bahadur Deuba,70, has been elected as Nepal‘s Prime Minister for the fourth time. He was the only candidate 

who contested in the election as the main opposition party UML decided to end the obstruction of parliament and 

did not register its candidates for the election.  

 Deuba managed to secure 388 votes in the 593 strong Parliament in order to prove his majority. Deuba has served 

as Nepal‘s prime minister for three terms from 1995 to 1997, from 2001 to 2002, and from 2004 to 2005.  

 In 2005, during his third term he was sacked by the then King Gyanendra Shah in 2005 over his failure to hold 

elections and bring Maoist rebels to negotiations.  

 The responsibility of conducting the local elections in the remaining four provinces will rest upon him 

 

NATIONAL 
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IMD to release Malaria and Chikungunya Alerts  

 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has announced that it is working on a forecasting system that will give 

a 15-day warnings on the likelihood of a malaria or chikungunya outbreak across different regions of the country. 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Habibganj Railway Station to become India‟s First Private Railway Station  

 Habibganj railway station in the suburbs of Bhopal will become country‘s first railway station to be redeveloped in 

a public-private partnership (PPP) mode.  

 On June 9, station redevelopment work in the railway station will be launched by Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu. 

The idea is to develop Habibganj railway station as a as a world-class transit hub equipped with all amenities. 

 The operation and maintenance of the railway station has been given to Bhopal-based Bansal Group for a period of 

eight years. 

 

Vijaya Bank Plans to develop 100 Digital Villages  

 Vijaya Bank has stated that it plans to develop as many as 100 digital villages in various States across the country 

as part of its initiative to promote digital banking among the rural population.  

 At present, Vijaya Bank is the only public sector financial institution to develop digital villages with focus on rural 

population.  

 Already, the bank has developed 5 villages into Digital Villages. In the Digital Villages, the bank would offer 

Internet, free Wi-Fi connectivity, mobile payment facilities, ATM cards, online banking and will carry out a 

door-to-door campaign to educate the villagers.  

 

RBI kicks off financial literacy week 
 To emphasize the importance of financial literacy, the Reserve Bank of India is observing June 5-9, 2017 as 

Financial Literacy Week across the country. 

 The Week will focus on four broad themes, viz. Know Your Customer (KYC), Exercising Credit Discipline, 

Grievance Redress and Going Digital. 

 

NSE launches international exchange at GIFT City 
 Leading bourse National Stock Exchange (NSE) launched its international exchange in the Gujarat International 

Finance Tec-City (GIFT City). NSE IFSC Ltd, the global exchange promoted by NSE, will remain operational for a 

longer period than NSE during a trading day. 

 All the trades will be cleared and settled through NSE IFSC Clearing Corporations Ltd. Several products from the 

currency, commodity and equity segments are expected to get listed on the new exchange which may also introduce 

other innovative products in line with Sebi regulations. 

 

GOVT SCHEME/DIGITAL INDIA 

Telangana launches single-woman pension scheme, first in India 

 Telangana government has recently launched the single-women pensions scheme across the state. Single women 

will be given Rs 1,000 per month. It is the first such scheme in India. 

 The government had also increased the Kalyana Laxmi and Shaadi Mubarak scheme amount from Rs50,116 to 

Rs75,116.  

 Children of single women would be admitted into all Telangana Residential Educational Institutions without having 

to write an examination or waiting for the lottery system. 

 

TRAI launches three new apps 
 

 Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has recently launched three new apps to help customers rate quality 

of services, speed and performance. 

 The three new apps are Mycall app, MySpeed app and 'Do not disturb (DND 2.0)' app. The apps are being launched 

with the motive that there is more transparency between the consumers and the service providers. 
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 The MyCall app, is an Android application for crowdsourced voice call quality monitoring. 

 MySpeed app will enable TRAI to obtain test-data from users in all service areas, without any action by the users.  

 The DND service app will enable users to register their mobile number under DND to avoid unsolicited commercial 

communication/telemarketing calls/SMS. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

India‟s first public bicycle sharing project launched in Mysuru 

 Chief Minister of Karnataka Siddaramaiah has recently launched India‘s first public bicycle sharing (PBS) initiative 

'Trin Trin' in Mysuru. 

 The World Bank, Global Environmental Fund, and state govt have jointly funded the initiative. 

 Mysuru is the first city in India to have a public bicycle sharing system. A total of 450 bicycles can be borrowed 

from 48 docking stations set up across the City for a nominal fee. 

 

Mission Innovation Ministerial and Clean Energy Ministerial 

 

 World‘s Energy Leaders have gathered in Beijing for second Mission Innovation Ministerial and 8th Clean Energy 

Ministerial.  

 An Indian delegation led by Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and 

Environment, Forest & Climate Change will be participating in the conferences. 

 MI was announced on November 30, 2015 by the leaders of 20 countries that have a shared desire to accelerate 

global clean energy innovation during COPE 21 in Paris.  

 The ‗Mission Innovation‘ (MI) is an effort to accelerate public and private global clean energy innovation, 

including through participating countries doubling their respective clean energy research and development 

investment. 

 There is a concerted effort to enhance the pace of innovation and scale of transformation through this clean energy 

revolution launch to meet the requirement for economic, energy security goals in timely manner. 

 India is Founding Member of the Steering Committee and also a Member of the two sub-groups: Joint research and 

Capacity Building and Private Sector Engagement. 

 

ISRO launches India‟s heaviest rocket 
 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully launched the country‘s heaviest rocket – 

Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle-Mark III (GSLV-Mk III) – along with a communications satellite 

GSAT-19. GSAT-19 communications satellite is the heaviest to be lifted by an Indian rocket till date – to an 

altitude of around 179km above the Earth. 

 The GSLV Mk III D1 is a three-stage vehicle with indigenous cryogenic upper stage engine+ designed to carry 

heavier communication satellites into the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). 

 The rocket‘s main and bigger cryogenic engine has been developed by space scientists indigenously. It will help 

India get a greater share of the multi-billion dollar global space market and reduce dependency on international 

launching vehicles. 

 It will also enable ISRO to launch from India heavier communications spacecraft to geostationary orbits of 36,000 

km. Because of the absence of a powerful launcher, ISRO currently launches satellites above 2 tonnes on European 

rockets for a big fee. 

 

National Board of Wildlife Clears Rutland Island for DRDO‟s Missile Testing Project   
 The National Board of Wildlife has approved Rutland Island in South Andaman to be the site for the country‘s 

long-range missile test facility. DRDO has been seeking the approval for the test facility since 2012.  

 Taking into account the strategic importance of the project for country‘s defence, the Standing Committee of the 

National Board of Wildlife has approved the project. 

 

India‟s biodiversity riches increases by 499 species  
 According to the Animal Discoveries 2016, New Species and Records, brought out by the Zoological Survey of 

India and Plant Discoveries 2016, by the Botanical Survey of India, 499 new species have been discovered from 

various parts of the country last year.  
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 Animals Of the new discoveries, 258 are invertebrates and 55 are vertebrates. Around 97 are insects, 27 are fish, 12 

are amphibians, 10 are Platyhelminthes, nine are Crustacea, six species of reptiles, 61 species of moths and 

butterflies and 38 of beetles.  

 The new species are known to occur in the four biological hotspots of the country, namely, the Himalayas, the 

northeast, the Western Ghats and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  

 As per the Animal Discoveries 2016, the number of animal species in the country for the first time has crossed one 

lakh to number 1,00,693.  

 Till last year, the number of animal species in India was 97,514. India is one of the 17 megadiversity countries and 

is home to 6.42% of the global fauna. Plants  

 As per Plant Discoveries 2016 , 186 new species of plants have been discovered including seven new genera, four 

subspecies and nine new varieties taking the total number of species to 206. The publication lists 113 new records 

from India.  

 The new species of the plant were discovered in the Western Ghats (17%), followed by the Eastern Himalayas 

(15%), the Western Himalayas (13%), the Eastern Ghats (12%) and the west coast (8%).  

 Eight new species of wild balsams, five species of wild ginger and one species of wild amla has been discovered. In 

addition, 39 varieties of mushrooms have been discovered. 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Sachin to become part of the UN Campaign Highlighting Role of Father‟s in Child‟s Development  

 Sachin Tendulkar will join other global celebrities like Dravid, Beckham, Novak Djokovic, Academy Award 

winning American actor Mahershala Ali, British Formula One racing driver Lewis Hamilton and Australian actor 

Hugh Jackman for UNICEF‘s ‗Super Dads‘ campaign that highlights the critical role played by fathers in children‘s 

early development.  

 The initiative is aimed at celebrating fatherhood and highlights the importance of love, play, protection and good 

nutrition for the healthy development of the brains of the young children. 

 

APPOINTMENT 

New DG NWDA 

 Dr. Sharad Kumar Jain has been appointed as the Director General of National Water Development Agency 

(NWDA) under Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. 

BOOK LAUNCH 

'Ministry of Utmost Happiness' authored by Arundhati Roy launched 

 The book ―The Ministry of Utmost Happiness‖ has been authored by Arundhati Roy, was released recently. 

 It is fiction-based novel and will be published by Hamish Hamilton UK and Penguin India. 

 

7 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Montenegro becomes NATO‟s 29th member  

 Montenegro has officially joined North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and hence became the 29th member 

country of NATO. Montenegro Foreign Minister Srdjan Darmanovic submitted the official accession papers in a 

ceremony at the US State Department. 

 The move came in the face of bitter opposition from Russia, which says NATO‘s steady expansion into the former 

communist states of Eastern Europe threatens its own security and cannot go unchallenged. 

About Montenegro 
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 Capital and largest city   -Podgoricaa 

 Official languages    -Montenegrin 

 Other languages in official use -Serbian Bosnian Albanian Croatian 

 Currency      -Euro 

 

NATIONAL 

National Human Milk Bank and Lactation Counselling Centre Inaugurated  

  Health Secretary C K Mishra has inaugurated the ‗Vatsalya – Maatri Amrit Kosh‘, a National Human Milk Bank 

and Lactation Counselling Centre at the Lady Hardinge Medical College (LHMC) in New Delhi.  

 This centre would be the largest public sector human milk bank and lactation counselling centre available in North 

India. 

―Vatsalya – Maatri Amrit Kosh‖ has been established in collaboration with the Norwegian government, Oslo 

University and Norway India Partnership Initiative (NIPI). Vatsalya – Maatri Amrit Kosh will collect, pasteurize, 

test and safely store milk donated by lactating mothers and make it available for infants in need.  

 With the establishment of this donor human milk bank, all newborns in and around Delhi will have access to life 

saving human milk irrespective of the circumstances of their birth.  

 The centre will protect, promote and support breastfeeding by providing lactation support to mothers with the help 

of dedicated lactation counsellors. In this regard, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has also launched 

Mothers Absolute Affection (MAA) programme to create awareness regarding breastfeeding among mothers for 

enhancing the child‘s immunity.  

 The facility will act as a dedicated centre to support breastfeeding and improve infant survival. The centre will act 

as teaching, training and demonstration site for other milk banks that will be established under the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

 

UP Board to have NCERT Books from Next Academic Year  
 The Uttar Pradesh state government has planned to replace textbooks meant for Uttar Pradesh Secondary Education 

Board with the ones published by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) with an 

aim to bring the curriculum of UP Board at par with the CBSE.  

 The decision to introduce NCERT books is expected to come into force with the academic year 2018-19. 

 NCERT books would be made compulsory from Class IX to Class XII. Other than subjects like Krishi (agriculture) 

for both High School and Intermediate levels and Vyavsayik (business studies) for Intermediate levels all other 

subjects will have NCERT text books.  

 These two subjects will continue to have UP Board textbooks as there are differences between the UP Board and the 

CBSE when it comes to syllabuses for these subjects. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

RBI keeps Repo Rate unchanged in Second Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Statement, 2017-18  

 On the basis of an assessment of the current and evolving macroeconomic situation at its meeting today, the 

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) decided to: 

 Keep the policy repo rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) unchanged at 6.25 per cent. 

 Consequently, the reverse repo rate under the LAF remains at 6.0 per cent, and 

 The Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate at 6.50 per cent. 

 

Inclusive India Initiative 

 The National Trust under Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment in collaboration with key partners recently 

organised the conference ―Inclusive India Initiative: Towards an Inclusive India‖ for intellectual and developmental 

disabilities (IDDs).  

About the Index 
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 The ‗Inclusive India Initiative‘ of National Trust is specifically catering to persons with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities; with an objective to include these people in the mainstream and in all important aspects 

of social life, namely education, employment and community ‗Inclusive India‘ in about changing the attitudes. 

 The Inclusive India initiative is an attempt to facilitate the realisation of equal opportunities, protection of rights and 

full participation of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities into the fabric of society. The three 

core focus areas of Inclusive India Initiative are Inclusive Education, Inclusive Employment and Inclusive 

Community Life. 

 In the domain of Inclusive Education, large-scale awareness campaigns would be executed on pan-India basis, 

making the schools and colleges inclusive for the children and adults with intellectual disabilities. Association with 

government and private organisations will be explored for making the infrastructure of educational institutes 

accessible and inclusive, by providing necessary mobility aids, assistive devices, accessible information and social 

support. 

 The initiative will engage at least 2000 corporate sector organisations; public and private, for creating awareness 

towards inclusive employment for persons with intellectual disabilities, during the current financial year. 

 

NHB approves merger between Aadhar Housing Finance and DHFL Vysya Housing Finance 

 The proposed merger between Aadhar Housing Finance and DHFL Vysya Housing Finance has hit the final lap 

with it got the nod from housing finance regulator National Housing Bank (NHB). 

 Aadhar Housing Finance Chief Executive Officer Deo Shankar Tripathi stated that it had applied to National 

Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) for the next stage approval. 

 Both the companies are owned by Wadhawan family promoted Wadhawan Global Capital Pvt Ltd. International 

Finance Corporation owns 20% in Aadhar Housing, while DHFL Vysya is fully owned by Wadhawan family. 

 

India Signs Loan Agreement with the World Bank for the project "Assam Citizen Centric Service Delivery" 
 An agreement for International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) Credit of USD 39.2 Million 

from World Bank for the project 'Assam Citizen Centric Service Delivery' was signed recently. 

 The loan agreement was signed by Shri Raj Kumar, Joint Secretary (MI), Department of Economic Affairs, 

Ministry of Finance on behalf of the Government of India and Mr. Hisham Abdo, Manager, Operations (India) on 

behalf of the World Bank. 

 The program size is USD 49 million, of which USD 39.2 million will be financed by the Bank, and the remaining 

amount will be funded out of State Budget. 

 

BMI Research: India One of Top 5 Consumer Markets in Asia  
  According to BMI Research, a Fitch group company, India is among the top five consumer markets in Asia 

offering retailers the strongest consumer spending growth of an average of 6.1% over the next five years.  

 The other four countries are China, Sri Lanka, Vietnam and Indonesia.  

 As per the report, the real consumer spending growth in 2017 will be 6.2%.  

 The factors responsible for increase in consumer spending in India include increase in access to consumer credit, 

lower inflation and favourable regulatory environment for foreign owned retailers. These factors will continue to 

boost India‘s consumer sectors in the coming years.  

 India‘s thriving e-commerce segment is expected to grow at double-digit rates in the forecast period up to 2021.  

 The report has observed that due to the limitations of activities for overseas retailers, e-commerce has been 

dominated by local firms like Flipkart and Snapdeal. In India, Bricks-and-mortar retailers have also began to foray 

into the e-commerce segment supported by the high mobile penetration in the country. 

 

GOVT SCHEME 

„Skill for Life, Save a Life‟ initiative 

 ‗Skills for Life, Save a Life‘ Initiative‘ aims to upscale the quantity and quality of trained professionals in the 

healthcare system.  

 Under this initiative various courses are planned to be initiated targeting specific competencies for healthcare 

professionals as well as for general public. 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 
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World‟s First Hybrid „Aeroboat‟ Unveiled  

 The world‘s first hybrid ‗aeroboat‘ which has been built by an Indo-Russian joint venture has been unveiled at a 

start-ups event organized by Russia‘s state-run Skolkovo Foundation.  

 The aeroboat is capable of travelling on land, water, snow and sand. It has been designed to access difficult terrain, 

such as flooded or marshy areas in which the regular boats cannot ply because of shallow water, patches of dry land 

or by marine vegetation.  

 The aeroboats can handle steep slopes and embankments with out the requirement of marine infrastructure such as 

jetties.  

 The aeroboat will have a room for 10 passengers and one crew member.  

 The aeroboat has been designed by IIAAT Holding. IIAAT Holding is a joint venture between the International 

Institute for Advanced Aerospace Technologies and Indian firm Millennium Aerodynamics. 

 

Kerala Government implements Green Protocol for making Weddings more Nature Friendly  
  Kerala State government has come out with a green protocol to make the weddings in the state more 

nature-friendly.  

 As per the protocol, plastic and other non-biodegradable articles including disposable glasses and plates and 

thermocol decorations will not be permitted to be used in wedding ceremonies. Instead of these non-biodegradable 

articles, the marriage parties would be persuaded to use tumblers, plates and other utensils made of glass and 

environment-friendly metals.  

 The protocol has been released as a part of the government‘s anti-plastic drive and Green-Kerala Mission.  

 Suchitwa Mission which is the state nodal agency for sanitation, has already launched the initiative on a pilot basis 

in Kannur, Ernakulam, Kollam and Alappuzha.  

 The protocol is expected to be implemented in the rest of the districts soon.  

 The Mission is colloborating with district administration, panchayat authorities and socio-cultural and religious 

outfit for implementing the green protocol initiative.  

 For carrying out inspections at marriage halls, convention centres and hotels and other venues of the wedding 

ceremony, Special squads, comprising officials of Suchitwa Mission and Revenue Department will be formed.  

 In cases of violations of the protocol, action would be taken depending on the nature of utensils and articles used in 

the ceremony. 

 

Hottest‟ planet in universe discovered 
 Scientists have discovered the hottest known planet located 650 light years from Earth, which is warmer than most 

stars in the universe and sports a giant, glowing gas tail like a comet. 

 The Jupiter-like planet, named KELT-9b, orbits a massive star KELT-9 every day and a half. 

 With a day-side temperature peaking at 4,326 degree Celsius, the newly discovered exoplanet is hotter than most 

stars and only 926 degree Celsius cooler than our Sun. 

 The ultraviolet radiation from the star it orbits is so brutal that the planet may be evaporating away under the intense 

glare, producing a glowing gas tail. 

 The gas giant 2.8 times more massive than Jupiter but only half as dense, because the extreme radiation from its 

host star has caused its atmosphere to puff up like a balloon. 

 Since it is tidally locked to its star — as the moon is to Earth — the day side of the planet is perpetually bombarded 

by stellar radiation, and as a result the planet is so hot that molecules such as water, carbon dioxide and methane 

cannot form there. 

 

APPOINTMENT 

Hoshiar Singh appointed chief of copyrights office  

 Senior bureaucrat Hoshiar Singh has been appointed as Registrar of Copyrights. 

 The Office of Copyrights, under the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, is mandated to protect the 

music and film industry besides addressing its concerns, among others. 

 

8 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 
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Agreement between India and Somalia on transfer of sentenced persons 

 The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing and subsequent ratification of the Agreement on Transfer of 

sentenced persons between Indi and Somalia. 

 Signing the Agreement with Somalia shall facilitate the Indian prisoners imprisoned in Somalia or vice-versa to be 

near to their families, for serving remaining part of their sentence and shall facilitate their social rehabilitation. 

 The Government of India has signed bilateral Agreements on Transfer of Sentenced Persons with United Kingdom, 

Mauritius, Bulgaria, France, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Bangladesh, Brazil, 

Israel, Bosnia & Herzegovina, UAE, Italy, Turkey, Maldives, Thailand, Russian Federation, Kuwait, Vietnam, 

Australia, Hong Kong, Qatar, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Bahrain and Estonia. 

 

WHO revises Protocol for Antibiotics  

 With an aim to curb antibiotic resistance, the World Health Organization (WHO) has revised the protocol for 

antibiotics.  

 This revision is the biggest such revision of the antibiotics section in the 40-year history of the essential medicines 

list (EML). 

 WHO has divided the drugs into three categories — access, watch and reserve.  

 It has also specified which category of drugs are to be used  for treating common ailments and which are to be 

used to treat complicated diseases.  

 As per the classification, commonly used antibiotics will be placed under the ‗access‘ category. WHO has 

recommended that the antibiotics in this category be made available at all times as a treatment for a wide range of 

common infections.  

 The drugs that fall under this category includes drugs such as amoxicillin which is widely-used for treating 

infections such as pneumonia.  

 Second line of antibiotics which are slightly potent will be placed under ‗watch‗ category. WHO recommends that 

the drugs coming under this category be prescribed less to avoid further development of resistance. Example of 

drug that falls under this category is Ciprofloxacin, which is used to treat cystitis and upper respiratory tract 

infections like bacterial sinusitis and bacterial bronchitis.  

 The highly potent drugs which should be used only as a last resort will be placed under the ‗reserve‘ category.  

 WHO recommends that these drugs be used only when all other alternatives failed such as life-threatening 

infections caused by multidrug-resistant bacteria. 

 

One Million Dollar Fund Established for BRICS Media  

 The Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa (BRICS) grouping has established a one million dollar fund for 

boosting media cooperation in the five-nation grouping.  

 During the inaugural session of the BRICS Media Forum  held in Beijing, Xinhua News Agency and executive 

president of the Forum had announced that the Xinhua news agency will invest  one million U.S. dollars for 

bolstering BRICS media.  

 The BRICS media forum is a joint initiative of Xinhua News Agency, Brazil‘s CMA Group, Russia‘s Sputnik News 

Agency and Radio, The Hindu group of publications from India, and South Africa‘s Independent Media. BRICS 

Media is aimed at promoting six objectives including balanced reporting.  

 It aims to create an alternative media narrative distinct from the media of western nations. The proposal is also 

aimed at joint development of BRICS digital media, financial information services and promoting people- to-people 

contacts. 

 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

UNCTAD: India among Top FDI Destinations  

 According to UNCTAD‘s World Investment Report 2017, India continues to remain as a favourite destination for 

FDI even though tax related concerns remain as a deterrent for the foreign investors. 

 According to the report, the favourite destinations for FDI are the US, China and India.   

 As per the report FDI inflows into a developing Asia has reduced by 15% to USD 443 billion in 2016. This decline 

is the first since 2012.  
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 Other than South Asia, the decline has affected the three sub regions of Asia. However, the report has observed that 

an improved economic outlook in major economies like ASEAN, China and India is expected to boost investor‘s 

confidence thereby increasing the region‘s prospects for 2017.  

 In Asian region, major recipients like China, India and Indonesia have renewed their policies to attract FDI.  

 This is expected to increase the FDI inflows in 2017. In South Asia, FDI inflows increased by 6% to USD 54 billion 

and outflows declined by 29% to USD 6 billion. FDI inflows into India remained stagnant at USD 44 billion.  

 India‘s outward foreign flows declined by about one third. Cross-border merger and acquisition deals have become 

important tools in the hands of the foreign multinational enterprises to foray into the rapidly-growing Indian market.  

 The report has also noted that signing of tax treaty with Mauritius would have contributed to decline in instances of 

round tripping of FDI. for the first time, China has emerged as the world‘s second largest investor of FDI.  

 BRICS grouping (Brazil, the Russian Federation, India, China and South Asia), which accounts for 22% of the 

global GDP has received only 11% of the global FDI inflows. 

 

SEBI gets nod for MoU with Iran, EU counterparts 

 

 The Union Cabinet recently gave its nod for Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to enter into two 

separate memoranda of understanding (MoU) with securities market regulators of the European Union and Iran 

 These MoUs are expected to strengthen cooperation between India and the respective countries on matters 

pertaining to securities market. 

 

Crete airport project in Greece: 

 

 GMR Infrastructure subsidiary GMR Airports Ltd., in partnership with Greek infrastructure firm Terna S.A., has 

bagged the project to develop, operate and manage the new international airport of Heraklion at Crete Island, 

Greece. 

 It will be the designated airport operator in the consortium for the greenfield project. 

EVENTS 

Astana to Host SCO Summit 

 Astana, the Kazakh capital is hosting the two-day summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). 

 The 2017 summit would gather the leaders of China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan 

and Uzbekistan and would be the first one with Islamabad and New Delhi as full-fledged members of the 

international organization. 

 The next summit of the organization would take place in 2018 in China. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Oceans Day- 8 June 

 World Oceans Day is a global day of ocean celebration and collaboration for a better future. It is observed globally 

on 08th June. 

 The overall theme for World Oceans Day 2017 is 'Our Oceans, Our Future'. 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Union Health Minister Conferred WHO Director-General‟s Special Recognition Award for Global Tobacco 

Control  

 Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare J P Nadda has been conferred the WHO Director-General‘s Special 

Recognition Award for global tobacco control.  

 The award was presented to him by Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, WHO South-East Asia at the 

‗National Consultation on Accelerating Implementation of WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

(FCTC) for achievement of SDGs‘. 
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APPOINTMENT 

K G Karmakar, Gauri Shankar appointed directors of IPPB 

 K G Karmakar and Gauri Shankar were appointed as Independent Directors of India Post Payments Bank (IPPB). 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved their appointment to the post on the board of directors of 

the bank for a period of three years. 

 The IPPB has been incorporated as a public sector bank under the Department of Posts with 100 percent equity of 

the government of India. 

 

SPORTS 

Rohan Bopanna wins French Open mixed doubles title to clinch maiden Grand Slam 

 Indian tennis ace Rohan Bopanna and Canadian partner Gabriela Dabrowski produced a fighting performance to 

beat their German-Colombian opponents Anna-Lena Groenefeld and Robert Farah in the final to clinch their 

maiden French Open mixed doubles title in Paris, France 

 Seeded seventh, Bopanna and Dabrowski took an hour and six minutes to win, saving two match points, as they 

overcame the unseeded Groenefeld and Farah 2-6, 6-2, 12-10 on Philippe-Chatrier Court. 

 Bopanna has become only the fourth Indian to win a Grand Slam crown, after Leander Paes, Mahesh Bhupathi and 

Sania Mirza. 

 

9 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

India and UNOSSC launch Partnership Fund to Promote Sustainable Development  

 India and the UN Office for South-South Cooperation have launched a partnership fund to promote sustainable 

development projects across the developing world.  

 The India-UN Development Partnership Fund was launched on occasion of the World Oceans Day at a special 

ceremony held at the Permanent Mission of India to the UN. 

 

NATIONAL 

President launches „Selfie with Daughter‟ Mobile App  

 The President of India, Pranab Mukherjee has launched a mobile Application ‗Selfie with Daughter‘ at Rashtrapati 

Bhavan.  

 The App is aimed at raising awareness among people about female foeticide and sex selection. The President has 

urged the people to take selfies with their daughters to make the campaign a huge success.  

 The app is expected to create awareness and help in dealing with the problems arising out of gender imbalance. The 

President has termed the App as an innovative concept and as an act of gentle persuasion. 

 

Supreme Court: Linking of Aadhaar with PAN Mandatory  

  The Supreme Court has upheld the government‘s decision and ruled that it would be mandatory for all Aadhaar 

holders to link it with the permanent account number (PAN) for filing of income tax returns.  

 However, in a partial setback to the government, the apex court refused to make it compulsory for those people who 

do not possess an Aadhaar card or have not yet applied for one. The Court stayed the retrospective invalidation of 

PAN for non-compliance till a Constitutional Bench decides on the privacy question pending before it.  
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 As a result, a person who do not possess Aadhaar card will not face criminal consequences for not linking Aadhaar 

card with PAN card.  

 The Supreme Court also upheld the legislative competence of Parliament in enacting the law to this effect. However, 

it has stated that it has not touched upon the issue of Right to Privacy and other aspects which will be decided by 

the Constitution bench. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Petrol and Diesel Prices to be revised Daily from June 16  

 State-run oil marketing companies such as Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Hindustan Petroleum Corporation (HPCL) 

and Bharat Petroleum Corporation (BPCL) will revise the prices of petrol and diesel daily from June 16 throughout 

the country.  

 The move is aimed at countering the practice of undercutting by private retailers as well as to bring India at par with 

the US oil market. Private retailers such as RIL and Essar are also expected to switch to the new pricing 

mechanism.  

 At present, State-run oil marketing companies revise rates of petrol and diesel on the 1st and 16th of every month 

by taking into account the average international crude price in the preceding fortnight and the currency exchange 

rate. 

 

India signs OECD pact to check tax evasion by MNCs 

 India signed the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) multilateral convention that 

aims to check cross-border tax evasion by multinational companies. 

 Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley signed the multilateral convention in Paris, France to implement tax treaty- 

related measures to prevent base erosion and profit shifting. 

 The Multilateral Convention is an outcome of the OECD/G20 Project to tackle Base Erosion and Profit Shifting 

(BEPS) which is resorted to by MNCs through tax planning strategies by exploiting gaps and mismatches in tax 

rules. 

 

Axis Bank, first to issue biodegradable prepaid gift cards 
 

 Axis Bank Ltd has announced biodegradable prepaid gift cards on the occasion of World Environment Day (05th 

June). 

 With this, the bank has become the first to introduce biodegradable cards in the country. The card has the look and 

feel of regular plastic cards and can be used in PoS terminals and ATMs. Biodegradable cards can also be recycled.  

GOVT SCHEME 

UDAN scheme: Tamil Nadu govt signs MoU with Aviation Ministry 

 The Government of Tamil Nadu has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Union Civil Aviation 

Ministry for the implementation of the UDAN scheme in the state. 

 Under the Regional Air Connectivity scheme UDAN, three of the tier-two industrial towns such as Hosur, Salem 

and Neyveli are to be developed in the first phase where airstrips are available, though not in use. 

 

Civil Aviation Ministry to roll out „DigiYatra‟ for air travellers 
 

 Civil Aviation Ministry is adding a digital experience for Air travelers through 'DigiYatra' Platform in New Delhi. 

This initiative aims at bringing together entire industry to develop a digital ecosystem that will deliver customers a 

seamless and paperless service experience at every stage of journey. 

 Minister of State for Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha stated that the initiative envisages providing airline travelers in 

India, a digitally unified flying experience across all stages of their journey. 

EVENTS 
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Ministry of AYUSH inaugurates 2nd National Health Editors' Conference on Yoga 

 The second National Health Editors‘ Conference on Yoga has begun in New Delhi. The conference aimed at giving 

insight to the journalists about the scientific aspects of yoga and its benefits for health. 

 The theme of the conference is 'Yoga for Health and Harmony'. The event was inaugurated by Minister of State for 

AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

Nanoparticles to treat eye infection 

 Scientists at the Hyderabad-based CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CSIR-CCMB) have developed 

a novel way to treat fungal keratitis. 

 Treating keratitis infection is currently a challenge because it is difficult to maintain a therapeutic dose at the 

corneal surface for long periods as blinking and tear formation washes off the drug. To address this challenge, 

scientists have developed protein-based nanoparticles that encapsulate the drug. 

 Certain antibodies get attached to the outer surface of the nanoparticles, thus anchoring the nanoparticles to the 

corneal surface. The infected cornea expresses a set of receptors (TLR4) when infection sets in. Scientists have used 

antibodies to these receptors to anchor the nanoparticles to the cornea. 

 If the infection is severe, more receptors are expressed on the cornea and more nanoparticles get bound to the 

receptors. Since they are bound, the residence time in the eye is long; neither blinking nor tear formation washes off 

the nanoparticles. 

 The enzymes secreted by fungi breaks down the gelatine protein of nanoparticles that encapsulates the drug, thus 

releasing the drug. Like in the case of the receptors, more enzyme is secreted when infection is severe leading to 

more drug being released from the nanoparticles. 

 The gelatine protein acts as an alternative nutrient for the fungi. The fungi also degrade the gelatine-based 

nanoparticle to derive nutrients thus minimising the damage to the corneal tissue. In the process it releases the drug. 

In a sense, the fungi are committing suicide by consuming the gelatine protein. 

 

World‟s oldest fossil mushroom discovered: 

 The world‘s oldest fossil mushroom – dating back to about 115 million years – has been discovered in Brazil. 

 The mushroom has been named Gondwanagaricites magnificus and belongs to the Agaricales order. 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

UK Elects its First Female Sikh and First Turban Wearing Sikh as MPs  

 In a first Preet Kaur Gill has become the first Sikh to be elected to the British Parliament‘s House of Commons.  

 Similarly, Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi has become the first turban-wearing Sikh to be elected to the House of 

Commons. In a first, the House of Commons will have a record 12 Indian-origin MPs, which will be two more than 

the present record of 10 (five each from Labour and Conservative). 

 

Indian American Raja Chari among 12 new astronauts chosen by NASA 

 NASA has chosen 12 new astronauts, including an Indian American named Raja Chari, from a record number of 

over 18,000 applicants, who will be trained for missions into Earth orbit and to deep space. 

 The 12 new candidates include six military officers, three scientists, two medical doctors, a lead engineer at SpaceX 

and a NASA research pilot. 

 Lt. Col. Raja Chari is the first Indian American after Kalpana Chawla to be chosen by NASA for one of its missions 

at NASA‘s Johnson Space Center in Houston. This is the largest group NASA has selected in almost two decades. 

 

Virat Kohli sole Indian in top 100 of Forbes list of world‟s highest paid athletes 

 
 Indian cricket team captain Virat Kohli is the sole sportsperson from the country to feature in the world‘s 100 

highest paid athletes in the latest Forbes list topped by soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo. 
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 Virat Kohli has been ranked 89th on the 2017 Forbes list of ‗The World‘s highest paid athletes‘ with a total pay of 

$ 22 million that includes $ three million from salary and winnings and another 19 million from endorsements. 

 Tennis star Serena Williams is at the 51 spot with $ 27 million, the lone female athlete to make the cut this year. 

APPOINTMENT 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank appoints B K Manjunath as part-time chairman for 3 years 

 Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) has appointed B K Manjunath as a part-time chairman for three years. 

 Manjunath is a member of Institute of Chartered Accountants of India and a practicing charted accountant for the 

last 25 years. 

SPORTS 

Muttiah Muralidaran becomes first Sri Lankan to be inducted into ICC Hall of Fame 

 Muttiah Muralidaran, the most successful bowler in Tests and One-Day Internationals, was inducted into the ICC 

Cricket Hall of Fame in London. 

 The Sri Lankan spin great was honored during the innings break of the India versus Sri Lanka Champions Trophy 

match at The Oval. 

 He became the first player from Sri Lanka and the 83rd overall to be inducted into the Hall of Fame when ICC CEO 

Dave Richardson presented him with a commemorative framed cap. 

 

Ramkumar Ramanathan lifts ITF men‟s Futures tennis title 

 India‘s Ramkumar Ramanathan lifted the ITF (International Tennis Federation) men‘s Futures tennis title after 

outplaying Raymond Sarmiento of the USA in straight sets in Singapore. 

 The top-seeded Indian beat the second seeded player 6-2, 6-2 in the final of the event. It was the first title of the 

season for Ramkumar. 
 

10 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

India, Pakistan Become Full Members Of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation  

 India and Pakistan became full members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), the first-ever expansion 

of the China-dominated security grouping after 2001. 

With the inclusion of India and Pakistan, SCO now represents over 40% of world population and nearly 20% of the 

global GDP. 

  2017 SCO summit was based on the theme ―Future Energy‖. 

 

Swiss support India‟s NSG bid 

 Switzerland, the incoming chair of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), will support application for membership, 

but has left the door open for Pakistan to join as well. 

 Switzerland may resort to Grossi process in a bid to support India. The ―Grossi process‖ mandates the former NSG 

chairperson and diplomat Rafael Grossi to build a consensus among all 48 countries of the NSG, many of which 

resisted India‘s membership bid at the Seoul plenary session in 2016, unless the country signs the Non-Proliferation 

Treaty. 

We Wear Culture: 

 It is a global digital platform fashion project launched by Google. Working with 183 renowned cultural institutions 

from around the world, including India, Google‘s project ‗We Wear Culture‘ lets people explore the history of 

clothes dating as early as 3,000 years ago from the ancient Silk Road, to the courtly fashion of Versailles, to the 

unmatched elegance of the Indian Saree. 

http://currentaffairs.adda247.com/2017/06/india-pakistan-become-full-members-of.html
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 The online project includes collections from Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya (CSMVS) and varied 

weaves from across India, from Gharchola to Patola to Temple to Ikat sarees, as it traces the story and importance 

of Indian textiles from ancient sculptures, the company said. 

 The world fashion exhibit also showcases designs from north-eastern India including the weaves of tribes such as 

the Nagas, Meitis and the traditional attire from Meghalaya called ‗Dhara‘ or ‗Nara‘ worn by the Khasi women. 

 

NATIONAL 

SATH program launched by NITI Aayog 

 Furthering the agenda for cooperative federalism, NITI Aayog has launched SATH, a program providing 

‗Sustainable Action for Transforming Human capital‘ with the State Governments. The vision of the program is to 

initiate transformation in the education and health sectors. The program addresses the need expressed by many 

states for technical support from NITI. 

 What you need to know about SATH program? 

 SATH aims to identify and build three future ‗role model‘ states for health systems. 

 NITI will work in close collaboration with their state machinery to design a robust roadmap of intervention, develop 

a program governance structure, set up monitoring and tracking mechanisms, hand-hold state institutions through 

the execution stage and provide support on a range of institutional measures to achieve the end objectives. 

 The program will be implemented by NITI along with McKinsey & Company and IPE Global consortium, who 

were selected through a competitive bidding process. 

 

Selection of states: 

 To select the three model states, NITI defined a three-stage process – expression of interest, presentations by the 

states and assessment of commitment to health sector reforms. 

 States will be selected on the basis of evaluations and objective assessment of criteria affecting the potential for 

impact and likelihood of success. Metrics such as MMR, IMR, incidence of malaria and others have been 

considered for determining potential impact while density of doctors and nurses, compliance to IPHS norms are 

some of the metrics used to determine likelihood of success. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

SBI cuts interest rate on home loans above Rs 75 lakh by 10 bps  

 The State Bank of India, country‘s largest lender cut the interest rate on home loans above Rs 75 lakh by 10 basis 

points (bps) to 8.60 percent. For salaried women borrowers, the loans will be offered at 8.55 percent. 

 According to SBI, the new rates will be effective from June 15. The home loan rates offered are lowest in the 

industry. 

 

India moves WTO against US  
 India has moved the World Trade Organisation (WTO) against the US as it has not yet complied with the rulings of 

the WTO pertaining to imposition of high import duty on certain Indian steel products.  

 In December 2014, the WTO‘s appellate body pronounced a ruling against the act of US which is imposing high 

import duty on certain Indian steel products. It had ruled that the imposition of import duty on steel products was 

inconsistent with various provisions of the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures.    

 The Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (the SCM Agreement) – addresses two separate but 

closely related matters-The multilateral disciplines on the use of subsidies and the conditions under which Members 

may apply countervailing measures. India has sought consultation with the US for compliance of the WTO‘s 

rulings.  

 If the US refuses to comply then India has planned to approach the WTO‘s compliance panel.  

 In order to comply with the WTO rulings on countervailing duties on imports of hot-rolled carbon steel products 

from India, the US needs to amend its domestic norms.  
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 Earlier, the US had moved the arbitration panel of the WTO against India as it complained that India had failed to 

remove trade restrictions on American poultry. 

 

Indian Overseas Bank launches retail mart in Thiruvananthapuram 
 

 Indian Overseas Bank (IOB), the Lead Bank for Thiruvananthapuram district, has launched the Retail Mart, a retail 

lending concept, in Kerala's capital city.  

 The Retail Mart has been designed with an aim to complete all the pre-release formalities at the customer‘s doorstep 

and sanction quality retail loans at a competitive rate of interest with a minimum turnaround time. 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

EU, France give 3.5 Million Euros as Grant to Curb Emissions in India  

 EU and France will give a grant of 3.5 million euros to three Indian cities- Nagpur, Kochi and Ahmedabad as part 

of the EU‘s commitment under the Paris Climate agreement to curb emissions and promote sustainability in these 

cities.  

  The grants have been provided to help India‘s smart city programme under the ‗Moblise Your City‘ (MYC) 

initiative.  

 India has become the first country to get benefits from the MYC initiative. The MYC initiative is supported by the 

French and German government and also has financial support of the European Union (EU).  

 The initiative is aimed at helping 100 cities across the world to reduce Green House Gas (GHG) emissions by 

promoting sustainable urban transport and sustainability in urban spaces. MYC initiative was emphasised by the 

Indian and European leaders during Prime Minister Modi‘s recent visit to Europe.  

 Further it has been stated that more funds would be offered to India to carry forward its sustainable transport 

initiatives on the three smart cities. 

 

Canara Bank ties up with New India Assurance Company 
 

 Canara Bank has inked pact with the state-owned general insurer The New India Assurance Company Ltd. to sell 

policies through its branches. 

 The pact allows Canara Bank to offer non-life insurance products to its customers across metros and tier II and III 

cities through the bank‘s extensive network of over 6,000 branches. 

  Under the agreement, New India Assurance will make offer a bouquet of products such as motor, home, health, 

travel, fire, marine, and engineering insurance policies through branches of Canara Bank. 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

SEBI clears Vikram Limaye as NSE chief 

 Capital market regulator SEBI has given conditional approval for the appointment of Vikram Limaye as the MD 

and CEO of the NSE.  

 SEBI had delayed clearing his appointment as he was also part of the four-member Supreme Court-appointed panel 

managing the affairs of the Board of Control for Cricket in India. His term with the BCCI ends in August 2017. 

 

OBITUARY 

Eminent rights activist Mehrunnisa Dalwai passes away 

 

 Mehrunnisa Dalwai, a noted social activist and author, and the wife of one of modern Maharashtra‘s most 

remarkable and formidable social reformers, Hamid Dalwai, passed away. She was 87. 

 Her autobiography, "Mi Bharun Pawle" is considered an inspirational piece for progressive movement. 

 

SPORTS 

IOC approves new events for 2020 Tokyo Game 
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 The International Olympic Committee has approved new events for the 2020 Tokyo Games, including a number of 

mixed gender competitions. The IOC‘s Executive Board made the decision at a meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

The choices reflect the IOC‘s focus on gender equality and appeal to young people. 

 The additions include a mixed team event for judo. Table Tennis will also get a mixed doubles competition. The 

event was featured in the recent world championships in Germany. Three-on-three basketball is an example of the 

IOC‘s focus on youth and urban sports. 

 

11 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

India awards road contract to complete Kaladan project in Myanmar 

 The Narendra Modi government is finally on course to completing the $484-million Kaladan multi-modal transport 

projects in Myanmar that will offer connectivity to Mizoram in India. Kaladan was the first major project taken up 

by India in Myanmar. 

 According to sources, a ₹1,600-crore contract has been awarded for building 109-km road connecting Paletwa river 

terminal to Zorinpui in Mizoram border. The construction is expected to start after the monsoon in October. 

 India completed the construction of Sittwe port, at the estuary of Kaladan river, in trouble-prone Rakhine state of 

Myanmar, last year, one year behind schedule. Construction of the river terminal 158 km upstream and dredging of 

the river to ensure navigability are in the final stages. 

 At the Indian side, extension of the Aizawl-Saiha National Highway by 90 km to the international border at 

Zorinpui, at the southern tip of Mizoram, is almost over. 

 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

Bengali actor Soumitra Chatterjee to receive Legion d' Honneur 

 Thespian Bengali actor, Soumitra Chatterjee has been conferred with the France's highest civilian honour, the 

coveted Legion of Honour. The award will be presented to the Kolkata-based actor by the Ambassador of France to 

India Alexandre Ziegler. The award comes to the octogenarian Bengali screen legend exactly 30 years after Satyajit 

Ray got the honour by the then French President Francois Mitterrand in 1987.  

 Dadasaheb Phalke award winner, Chatterjee featured in some of Ray‘s most talked about movies such as Apur 

Sansar, on one of the famous Apu trilogy, Charulata, Aranyer Din Ratri and Sonar Kella.  

SPORTS 

Michael Venus-Ryan Harrison clinch French Open men's doubles title 

 Michael Venus became New Zealand's first Grand Slam champion since 1974 when he partnered American Ryan 

Harrison to the French Open men's doubles title.  

 Venus and Harrison defeated Santiago Gonzalez of Mexico and American Donald Young 7-6 (7/5), 6-7 (4/7), 6-3 in 

the final at Roland Garros. 

 

Jelena Ostapenko won French Open title 2017 

 Jelena Ostapenko won her first Grand Slam title by beating Simona Halep 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 in just under two hours in 

the women‘s final of the French Open 2017. With this win, the unseeded Latvian became the youngest women‘s 

champion at Roland Garros in 20 years. 

12 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

India, UNOSSC launch partnership fund to promote sustainable development 
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 India and the UN Office for South- South Cooperation have launched a partnership fund that will support 

sustainable development projects across the developing world. 

 Managed by UNOSSC, the India-UN Development Partnership Fund will support Southern-owned and led, 

demand-driven, and transformational sustainable development projects across the developing world. 

 Focusing on Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), United Nations 

agencies will implement the Fund‘s projects in close collaboration with partnering governments. 

 The India-UN Development Partnership Fund will implement country-level projects that are catalytic towards 

achieving the 17 sustainable development goals of the 2030 Agenda. 

 The collaborative initiative is aimed at reducing poverty and hunger, improving health, education and equality, and 

expanding access to clean water, energy and livelihoods. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Dr. Jitendra Singh Announces “Hill Area Development Programme” for Northeast 

 The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), Dr Jitendra 

Singh announced the launch of ―Hill Area Development Programme‖ (HADP) for Northeast in Imphal, Manipur. 

 He announced the launch of the program to address a meet of Investors and Entrepreneurs, organized by NEDF 

(North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Ltd), with joint participation of the Union Ministry of DoNER 

and the Government of Manipur. 

 The program aims to bridge the gap between the hill and valley districts in terms of infrastructure, quality of roads, 

health and education. HADP was launched during the Fifth Five Year Plan aimed at balanced regional 

development. 

 

GST Council revises rates for 66 items 
 

 At its meeting in New Delhi, the council revised rates on 66 items such as pickles, sauces, fruit preserves, insulin, 

cashew nuts, insulin, school bags, coloring books, notebooks, printers, cutlery, agarbattis and cinema tickets, 

following representations from industry. 

 Restaurants, manufacturers and traders having a turnover of up to Rs 75 lakh can avail of the composition scheme 

with lower rates of 5%, 2%, and 1%, respectively, with lower compliance, against Rs 50 lakh previously. 

 A GST rate of 5% will be applicable on outsourcing of manufacturing or job work in textiles and the gems and 

jewelry sector. Bleaching and cleaning of human hair, a big industry in Midnapore, will not face any tax. 

 

GOVT SCHEME 

Tele-Law through CSCs To Mainstream Legal Aid in Rural India 

ABout Tele-Law 

 In its effort to make legal aid easily accessible to the marginalized communities and citizens living in rural areas, 

the Government of India has launched the ‗Tele-Law‘. 

 Under the scheme, a portal called ‗Tele-Law‘ will be launched, which will be available across the Common Service 

Centre (CSC) network. This will connect the citizens to legal service providers with the help of technology enabled 

platforms. 

 ‗Tele-Law‘ will enable people to seek legal advice from lawyers through video conferencing available at the 

Common Service Centres (CSC). Additionally, law school clinics, District Legal Service Authorities, voluntary 

service providers and Non-Government Organisations working on legal aid and empowerment can also be 

connected through the CSCs anywhere and anytime, in order to strengthen access to justice for the marginalized 

communities. 

 The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) will provide a panel of lawyers from State capitals, who will be 

available through video conferencing to provide legal advice and counselling to the applicants, across the 1000 

Common Service Centres (CSC). 

 A robust monitoring and evaluation system is also being designed which will help in assessing the quality of legal 

advice provided and the ensuing benefit to those accessing it. 
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About PLVs: 

 Under this scheme, every Common Service Centre (CSC) will engage a Para Legal Volunteer (PLV), who will be 

the first point of contact for the rural citizens and will help them in understanding the legal issues, explain the 

advice given by lawyers and assist in further action required in cases as per the advice of the lawyer. 

 Women PLVs will be encouraged and trained under the Scheme. One thousand women PLVs will work for 

mainstreaming legal aid services through the CSCs. The aim is to promote women entrepreneurship and 

empowerment and ensure women participation. The selected PLVs will also be provided with relevant training to 

fulfil their responsibilities effectively. 

 A trained PLV will be available in a CSC for ten days in a month under the Scheme. These PLVs will help the 

applicant connect with a lawyer through the video conferencing facility at the CSC and will keep a track of the 

progress of the applicants‘ cases and grievances and maintain a record. 

 They will also submit the records maintained to the District Legal Service Authority every week. The National 

Legal Service Authority (NALSA) will provide a panel of lawyers who will be sitting in the State capitals and will 

be available through video conferencing to provide legal advice/counselling to the applicant at the CSCs. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

Scientists conjure up largest virtual universe: 

 Researchers from the University of Zurich have simulated the formation of our entire universe with a large 

supercomputer.  

 A gigantic catalogue of about 25 billion virtual galaxies has been generated from 2 trillion digital particles.  

 This catalogue is being used to calibrate the experiments on board the Euclid satellite, that will be launched in 2020 

with the objective of investigating the nature of dark matter and dark energy. 

 

Floating solar farm reflects China‟s clean energy aims: 

 China has launched the world‘s largest floating solar farm. The 40-megawatt power plant has 1,60,000 panels 

resting on a lake that emerged after the collapse of a coal mine in central Anhui province.  

 It is part of Beijing‘s effort to wean itself off a fossil fuel dependency that has made it the world‘s top carbon 

emitter, with two-thirds of its electricity still fuelled by coal.   

AWARDS 

Poet, essayist Haraprasad Das gets Kalinga Literary Award 

 Legendary poet and essayist Haraprasad Das was conferred with the covetous Kalinga Literary Award for his work 

and contribution to literature at the fourth edition of Kalinga Literary Festival (KLF). 

 The three-day literary festival was inaugurated by Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. This year the KLF 

introduced two new awards -- the Kalinga International Literary Award, which was received by Anand Neelakantan 

for his contribution towards literature, and the Kalinga Karubaki Award, which was given to Paramita Satpathy for 

her contribution to Odia poetry. 

 

Bihar‟s „Project Jal Sanchay‟ Chosen for National Award  

 ‗Project Jal Sanchay‘, a water conservation model which is successfully adopted in Nalanda district of south-central 

Bihar, has been chosen for the national award for excellence in the Mahatma Gandhi national rural employment 

guarantee programme (MGNREGP) by the Ministry of Rural Development.  

 The award will be conferred on June 19 at a function held at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi 

 

SPORTS 

Lewis Hamilton wins Canadian Grand Prix for Sixth Time  

 Lewis Hamilton has won Canadian Grand Prix at the Circuit Gilles Villeneuve in Montreal, Canada.  
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 It is Hamilton‘s sixth victory at the Canadian Grand Prix. Previously, he had won the titles in 2007, 2010, 2012, 

2015 and 2016. It is also his third victory this season and the 56th of his career. 

 

French Open 2017: Rafael Nadal Wins his 10th French Open Title  

 Spain‘s Rafael Nadal has defeated Swiss third-seeded Stan Wawrinka 6-2, 6-3, 6-1 to win his record 10th French 

Open title.  

 This will be his fifteenth major title win. With this victory, Rafael Nadal has become the first man or woman in the 

Open era to clinch a Grand Slam tournament 10 times.  

 The Open era which began in 1968 allowed professional players to compete with amateurs in the Grand Slam 

tournaments.  

 With 15 Grandslam title wins, Nadal moves to the second place above Pete Sampras on the list of all-time Grand 

Slam winners of men‘s tennis only behind Roger Federer, who recently registered his 18th title win at the 

Australian Open in January. 

 

ISSF World Cup: Jitu Rai-Heena Sidhu Clinch Gold Medal  

 Indian shooters Jitu Rai and Heena Sidhu have clinched the gold medal in mixed team 10m air pistol event of the 

International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup held at Gabala, Azerbaijan. 

13 JUNE 

NATIONAL 

Expert Committee Constituted to examine Rules on Movement of People Near Indo-Myanmar Border  

 Ministry of Home Affairs has constituted an expert committee to examine the rules which allow free movement 

of people near Indo-Myanmar border. Indian and Myanmarese citizens are permitted free movement within 16 

km of the international border, but these rules are widely exploited by militants for smuggling arms, drugs, and 

fake Indian currency.  

 The decision to constitute an MHA panel was taken at a meeting of chief ministers of the northeastern states 

which share a border with Myanmar. T 

 his is for the first time that meeting with the state governments has been called to discuss the issues concerning 

the Myanmar border.  

 The meeting was attended by Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju and chief ministers of Arunachal Pradesh, 

Manipur and Mizoram, and the Home Minister of Nagaland. 

CRY Report: Uttar Pradesh ranks First in Number of Child Labourers  

 According to a recently released CRY Report on child labour, more than 8 lakh children between the age group 

of 5 and 6 years in India are engaged in child labour.  

 Child Rights and You (CRY) is an NGO working towards the upliftment of underprivileged children.  

 The organization got established in 1979 by Rippan Kapur. 

 As per the report, over 5 lakh children in India do not attend school. A majority of them are involved in family 

based employments. 

  Uttar Pradesh ranks first in the number of child labourers (2,50,672 children) in the country followed by Bihar 

(1,28,087 children) and Maharashtra (82,847 children).  

 The report has identified that the high level of poverty and unemployment along with a lack of adequate social 

security net are the important factors forcing children to work, compromising with their learning.  
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 These children are often forced to migrate with their parents and assist in family occupations such as working in 

brick kilns.  

 The report cites that the Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) suffers many limitations and is now 

covering only 50% of the child labourers.  

 In the decade 2001-11, the working children in the age group of 10-14 years saw a reduction of 30% but the 

child labourers in the age group of 5-9 years have seen an increase of 37% from 2001. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

RBI Issues New Rs500 banknotes with inset letter „A‟  

 In continuation of issuing of Rs500 denomination banknotes in Mahatma Gandhi (new) series from time to time 

which are currently legal tender, a new batch of banknotes with inset letter ―A‖ in both the number panels, 

bearing the signature of Dr. Urjit R. Patel Governor, Reserve Bank of India; with the year of printing '2017‘ on 

the reverse, are being issued. 

 The new series earlier released and currently, in circulation has the inset letter "E". They will continue to be 

valid. The design of these notes is similar in all respects to the Rs500 banknotes. 

SEBI asks Commodity Exchanges to Set up Investor service Fund  

 SEBI has come up with comprehensive guidelines asking the Commodity derivatives exchanges to compulsorily set 

up investor protection and service funds.  

 The commodity exchanges should maintain separate bank accounts for maintaining the corpus of the IPF and the ISF. 

ISF   

 The Investor Service Fund (ISF) is aimed at providing minimum facilities at various investor service centres.  

 At the initial stage, the commodity exchange has to contribute at least Rs 10 lakh towards ISF.  

 Subsequently, the commodity exchanges are required to transfer 1% of the turnover fees charged from its members 

on monthly basis towards the ISF. 

 

DEFENCE 

Indian Warships reach Australia to take part in Bilateral Maritime Exercise AUSINDEX-17  

 Indian warships have reached Australia‘s port city of Freemantle to take part in a week-long naval exercise off the 

Western Australian coast.  

 Exercise Australia-India (AUSINDEX) was first conducted off the East Coast of India in September 2015. 

 AUSINDEX-17 will be the second overall bilateral drill between Indian Navy and Royal Australian Navy. 

  AUSINDEX bilateral exercise aims to enhance interoperability and professional interaction between two navies. 

Politically, the joint exercise assumes significance as India is yet to take a final decision to accommodate Australia‘s 

request to participate in the Indian-led Malabar naval exercise this year.  

 Malabar naval exercise involves the navies of India, Japan, and the United States. Indian warships INS Kamorta, 

the INS Shivalik (first stealth warship built in India), and oiler INS Jyoti, will take part in the exercise. 

  Australian warships which will take part in the exercise includes missile frigate HMAS Newcastle; diesel-electric 

submarine HMAS Waller; special operations unit, Clearance Diving Team Four; and P3 Orion maritime patrol 

aircraft of the Royal Australian Air Force. 
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 The exercise will be held between June 17 and 19. 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

Three new sites recognised as biodiversity hotspots in Goa 

 BirdLife International, a conservation organisation, has recognized three new sites in Goa as hotspots for protection. 

The sites have been added to their list of ―Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas‖. 

 The inclusion of these ecological hotspots in a new book come after systematic data collection by the Goa Bird 

Conservation Network (GBCN). 

 Now, seven areas in Goa have been termed important biodiversity areas by BirdLife. Goa earlier had four recognised 

biodiversity areas: Bhagwan Mahavir Wildlife Sanctuary and Mollem National Park, Carambolim Wetlands, Cotigao 

Wildlife Sanctuary and Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 The list has now added Bondla Wildlife Sanctuary, Navelim Wetlands and Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 Declaring a site as an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area does not ensure that the site gets legal protection or 

becomes inaccessible to people. Instead BirdLife International encourages national and State governments to 

recognise the areas as sites of vital importance for conservation of wildlife and to empower local 

community-based conservation initiatives. 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Akshay Kumar Make It to Forbes World's Highest-Paid Celebrities List  

 The Forbes list of world‘s highest-paid celebs is out and has Sean Combs right at the top. On the list, Bollywood big 

stars with Shah Rukh Khan leading the charge at the 65th position with $38 million in earnings this year. 

 On his heels is Salman Khan at the 71st spot with $37 million earned in 2016-2017. Akshay Kumar is at 80th 

position with $35.5 million. Unlike last year, Amitabh Bachchan has not made to the list. 

 

OBITUARY 

Veteran Telugu Poet, Writer C Narayana Reddy Passes Away 

 Legendary Telugu poet and writer C Narayana Reddy passed away. He was 85. He was honored with Padma Shri in 

1977 and Padma Bhushan in 1992 by the Government of India. 

 He had received the Jnanpith Award for the year 1988. He was also the president of the Telangana Saraswatha 

Parishath. He was also a former Rajya Sabha MP. 

 

SPORTS 

Rafael Nadal rises to second in ATP world rankings  

 Rafael Nadal‘s magnificent run to a 10th French Open title has earned the Spaniard a move into second in the latest 

ATP world rankings. 

 The Top three players in the list are- 1. Andy Murray, 2. Rafael Nadal, and 3. Stan Wawrinka 

 

14 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Panama dumps Taiwan, supports One-China policy 
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 In a jolt to Taiwan and boost to Beijing‘s diplomacy, Panama has severed ties with the country and recognised it as 

an ―indispensable‖ part of China under the ―One-China Policy‖. With Panama switching sides, Taiwan‘s 

decades-old attempt to act as a ―sovereign country‖ would likely face fresh challenges. 

 Over the years Beijing has tried to choke Taiwan diplomatically in a bid to force the self-ruled island to accept itself 

as a part of China. 

One-China Policy 

 The policy states in diplomatic acknowledgement that there is only one Chinese government. Under the policy, any 

country that wants diplomatic relations with mainland China must break official ties with Taipei that it considers a 

‗breakaway province.‘ 

 How China has been trying to choke Taiwan in recent years? 

 Beijing doesn‘t trust present Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen and her ruling party, which advocates independence for 

Taiwan. After Tsai came to power last year, China had cut official communication channels with her government in 

a bid to pressure her to accept that Taiwan is part of China. 

 A year ago, Taiwan had diplomatic ties with 23 countries. But in the last one year itself, as many as three 

countries have severed diplomatic ties with the country, which is claimed by China as its own — a part of the 

mainland. 

 In 2007, Costa Rica was the first of Taiwan‘s Central American partners to switch allegiance to China. It was 

southern African nation of Malawi in 2008. Gambia in West Africa followed suit in 2013. Last year, small 

African states Sao Tome and Principe switched ties from Taiwan to China. 

 

NATIONAL 

India ratifies two key ILO conventions on child labour 

 India has ratified two key ILO conventions on child labour concerning the elimination of child labour, the 

Minimum Age Convention (No 138) and the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention (No 182). 

 India is the 170th ILO member state to ratify convention No 138 and 181st member to ratify convention No. 182. 

Minimum Age Convention: 

 The Convention concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, is a Convention adopted in 1973 by the 

International Labour Organization. 

 It requires ratifying states to pursue a national policy designed to ensure the effective abolition of child labour and 

to raise progressively the minimum age for admission to employment or work. 

 Countries are free to specify a minimum age for labour, with a minimum of 15 years. A declaration of 14 years is 

also possible when for a specified period of time. Laws may also permit light work for children aged 13–15 (not 

harming their health or school work). The minimum age of 18 years is specified for work which ―is likely to 

jeopardise the health, safety or morals of young persons‖. Definitions of the type of work and derogations are only 

possible after tripartite consultations (if such a system exists in the ratifying country). 

Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention: 

 The Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child 

Labour, known in short as the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, was adopted by the International Labour 

Organization (ILO) in 1999. 

 By ratifying this Convention, a country commits itself to taking immediate action to prohibit and eliminate the 

worst forms of child labour. 
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 The ILO‘s International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) is responsible for assisting 

countries in this regard as well as monitoring compliance. One of the methods used by IPEC to assist countries in 

this regard are Time-bound Programmes. 

 The convention includes forms of child labour, which are predefined worst forms of child labour. They are also 

sometimes referred to as automatic worst forms of child labour. 

Sikkim govt signs MoU with British Council  

 The Human Resource Development department of Sikkim government signed an MoU with the British Council to 

enhance the quality of education in the state. The MoU will improve the educational structure of the schools of 

Sikkim. 

 The purpose of the MoU is to support the aims and aspirations of the young people of Sikkim through collaborative 

projects in the area of English, education, and skills by strengthening the capacity of the teachers and other 

professionals, working with youth in the state and support its cultural economy. 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

RBI identifies 12 Bank Accounts accounting 25% of NPAs to initiate Bankruptcy Proceedings  

 RBI‘s Internal Advisory Committee (IAC) has identified 12 bank accounts constituting nearly 25% of the gross bad 

loans for immediate referral and resolution under the bankruptcy law. 

 Each of the 12 identified accounts was having more than 5,000 crore rupees of outstanding loans, of which at least 

60% was classified as non-performing by banks as of March 31, 2016. 

 The RBI, however, has not disclosed the names of the accounts. 

IRDAI takes over management of Sahara Life Insurance  

 The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has taken over the administration of Sahara 

India Life Insurance, a first of its kind move in the insurance sector. 

 R.K. Sharma, general manager, IRDA has been appointed as the administrator with ―immediate effect‖ to manage 

Sahara India Life Insurance Company. 

GOVT SCHEME 

Telangana launches PashuBazar website for online cattle sale 

 The Telangana government has launched a website to facilitate this service. The online sale or purchase of cattle 

through pashubazar.telangana.gov.in website will help farmers as the cattle need not be brought to shandies every 

time and farmers can save on transportation cost on cattle. 

 Special Chief Secretary, Animal Husbandry, Suresh Chanda launched the website developed with NIC‘s support.  

 The Pashu Bazaar platform was developed to help farmers to sell their animals without physically taking them to 

weekly markets. The farmer can keep maximum five registrations for sale at any time. 

DEFENCE 

Successful Flight Test of ATGM Nag: 

 The Anti-Tank Guided Missile Nag was successfully flight tested in the desert ranges of Rajasthan. 

 Nag is a third-generation, fire-and-forget, anti-tank guided missile developed by India‘s state-owned Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) to support both mechanised infantry and airborne forces of the 

Indian Army. 

 The missile incorporates an advanced passive homing guidance system and possesses high single-shot kill 

probability. It is designed to destroy modern main battle tanks and other heavily armoured targets. 
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 Nag can be launched from land and air-based platforms. The land version is currently available for integration on 

the Nag missile carrier (NAMICA), which is derived from a BMP-2 tracked infantry combat vehicle. 

 The Nag missile was indigenously developed under the Indian Ministry of Defence‘s integrated guided missile 

development programme (IGMDP), which also involved the development of four other missiles that are Agni, 

Akash, Trishul and Prithvi. 

EVENTS 

India to be Co-Partner Country in ANUGA 2017 

 India has signed the Memorandum of Understanding for Participation in the ANUGA Exhibition with Ms Katharina 

C Hamma, Chief Operating Officer, Koelnmesse GmBH (Organizers of ANUGA). 

ANUGA  

 ANUGA – an acronym for Allgemeine Nahrungs Und Genußmittel Ausstellung (General Food and Non- essential 

Provisions Exhibition) is the world‘s biggest and most important trade fair for Food and beverage trade. It takes 

place biennially (every 2 years). ANUGA 2017 is the 34th edition. 

 ANUGA offers an extensive supporting programme with Lectures, Special exhibition and attractive industry events 

 ANUGA is the leading export platform with 7,189 exhibitors from 109 countries with over 85% of Exhibitors from 

abroad. 

 1,60,000 decision makers from the retail and out-of-home market from 192 countries visited during last ANUGA. 

66% of the industry visitors are foreigners. 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

G7 environment ministers meeting 2017 held in Bologna, Italy  

 Group of Seven (G7) Environment Ministers Meeting was held in Bologna, Italy to discuss issues ranging from 

climate change to sustainable development and litter at sea. The meeting was attended by the Environment 

Ministers of the seven countries (US, UK, France, Germany, Italy, Canada and Japan) and the Commissioners of 

the European Union for Environment and Climate. 

 ‗5-year Bologna Roadmap‘ was adopted at the meeting, which focuses on important issues such as resource 

efficiency indicators, citizen involvement, awareness on food waste and economic analysis of the efficient use of 

resources. 

India's first canal top solar PV system at NTPC Mouda  

 State-run power giant National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) has energized India's first 150 kWp canal top 

solar PV System on cooling water (CW) channel inside power station premises at its 2,320 MW, Mouda Thermal 

Power Project, near Nagpur in Maharashtra.  

 This novel Solar PV system makes use of side walls of CW channels as load bearing structure thereby significantly 

decreasing cost of civil and mounting structure. 

BOOK RELEASE 

Ex-Uttarakhand CM Pokhriyal authors book on Vajpayee „Yug Purush, Bharat Ratna, Atal Ji‟ 

 Former Uttarakhand Chief Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank, has officially handed over the first copy of the 

450-page book titled -‗Yug Purush, Bharat Ratna, Atal Ji‘ to the President of India Shri Pranab Mukherjee. 

15 JUNE 
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INTERNATIONAL 

World Bank approves over $500 million for Afghanistan to boost economy 

 The World Bank has approved financing worth more than 500 million dollars for Afghanistan to support a string of 

projects to boost the economy, help improve service delivery in five cities and support Afghan refugees sent back 

from Pakistan. 

 The international troop withdrawal, which began in 2011, and political uncertainties have impacted Afghanistan‘s 

economy deeply. The largest chunk of the package, some 205.4 million dollars, will go toward supporting 

communities affected by refugees returning from Pakistan. 

India-South Korea sign Agreements to Push Infrastructure Development and Bilateral Trade  

 India and South Korea has signed an agreement for $10 billion assistance for infrastructure development projects in 

India, including smart cities. 

 It includes $9 billion in concessional credit and $1 billion in Official development assistance (ODA). Part of this 

fund will be utilised towards Smart City projects in India.  

 With this agreement, South Korea has become one of the first non-G-7 countries to become an ODA contributor in 

India.  

 The agreements were signed during the four-day official visit of Finance Minister Arun Jaitley to South Korea to 

attend the fifth India-Korea Financial Dialogue.  

 South Korea strives to diversify its economic partnerships and India being world‘s fastest growing major economy 

offers immense opportunities to Korea for diversifying its economic partnerships. This also offers India great 

opportunities. 

  Both the countries have also decided to establish a mechanism at senior official levels to identify good 

infrastructure projects in India to make use of the funding. 

 In the face of rising protectionism, the two countries have also agreed that there is an urgent need for them to 

increase efforts to stimulate investment flows, support for infrastructure development, and bilateral trade among 

others 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Cabinet approves Interest Subvention to banks on Short-Term crop loan to farmers 

 The government has approved the Interest Subvention Scheme (ISS) for farmers for the year 2017-18. This will 

help farmers getting short term crop loan up to Rs. 3 lakh payable within one year at only 4% per annum.  The 

Government has earmarked a sum of Rs. 20,339 crore for this purpose. 

 The Interest Subvention Scheme will continue for one year and it will be implemented by NABARD and RBI. 

 The objective of the scheme is to make available at ground level, agricultural credit for Short Term crop loans at an 

affordable rate to give a boost to agricultural productivity and production in the country. 

 The interest subvention will be given to Public Sector Banks (PSBs), Private Sector Banks, Cooperative Banks and 

Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) on use of own funds and to NABARD for refinance to RRBs and Cooperative 

Banks. 

IDBI Bank only PSB to get „high‟ rating for code compliance 

 According to the Code Compliance Rating of banks done by the Banking Codes and Standards Board of India 

(BCSBI) 2017, only one (IDBI Bank) out of 26 public sector banks and eight out of 17 private sector banks got 

‗high‘ rating for their adherence to code compliance. 

 The eight private sector banks that got ‗high‘ rating are- Axis Bank, DCB Bank, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 

IndusInd Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, RBL Bank and YES Bank. The three foreign banks are Citibank, HSBC and 

Standard Chartered Bank, that were surveyed got ‗high‘ ranking. 
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AWARDS 

Israeli Author David Grossman wins Man Booker International Prize  

 Israeli author David Grossman has won the Man Booker International Prize for his novel ―A Horse Walks Into a 

Bar―. 

 David Grossman has become the first Israeli author to win the Man Booker International Prize.  

 He will share the £50,000 ($64,000) award money with his translator Jessica Cohen. 

APPOINTMENT 

Neeru Chadha becomes first Indian woman to be member of International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

 In a significant victory for India at the UN, international law expert Neeru Chadha has won a crucial election to a 

top UN judicial body that deals with disputes related to the law of the sea, becoming the first Indian woman to be 

appointed as a judge at the tribunal. 

 Chadha, an eminent lawyer and the first Indian woman to become the chief legal adviser in the ministry of external 

affairs, is elected for a nine-year term from 2017 to 2026. 

 Chadha is only the second woman to be judge of ITLOS in its two decades of existence, where there have been a 

total of 40 judges. 

About ITLOS 

 The Hamburg-based ITLOS, established in 1996, is one of dispute settlement mechanisms under the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) that entered into force in 1994. 

 The Tribunal is composed of 21 independent members who are elected from among persons enjoying the highest 

reputation for fairness and integrity and of recognised competence in the field of the law of the sea.. 

 The Tribunal has the power to settle disputes between party states. Currently, there are 161 parties. 

 India is also a signatory to this convention. 

Government announces Indian envoys to European Union, Italy, Belgium and Denmark 

 India has announced a number of new diplomatic appointments in its missions abroad, including envoys to the 

European Union, Italy, Belgium, and Denmark. 

 Gaitri Issar Kumar, joint secretary in the President‘s Secretariat, was named as India‘s Ambassador to Belgium and 

the European Union which has its headquarters in the Belgian capital of Brussels. 

 Reenat Sandhu was named as India‘s new Ambassador to Italy. He has replaced Anil Wadhwa. 

 Ajit Vinayak Gupte, joint secretary in the external affairs ministry, has been named India‘s Ambassador to 

Denmark. He will take over from Rajeev Shahare. 

 

16 JUNE 

NATIONAL 

GII Rankings: India 60th most innovative globally, Switzerland tops the list  

 In the Global Innovation Index 2017, co-authored by Cornell University, INSEAD and World Intellectual Property 

Organisation (WIPO), India has moved up 6 places to reach 60th place among 130 countries emerging as the 

top-ranked economy in Central and South Asia.  

 This is the 10th edition of the Global Innovation Index 2017 (GII). 

 In 2017 rankings released in Geneva (Switzerland), India improved its position from 66 to 60. 
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 Its improvement is part of a trend both in the middle-income countries and Asian countries, many of which have 

improved their innovation capacities in recent years. 

Top three most innovative countries in the list are- 

 Switzerland 

 Sweden 

 Netherlands 

Ranking of Neighbouring countries of India- 

 China (22nd) 

 Sri Lanka (90th) 

 Nepal (109th) 

 Pakistan (113th) 

 Bangladesh (114th) 

Government makes Aadhaar Mandatory for Opening Bank Accounts June  

 The government has made Aadhaar mandatory for opening bank accounts as well as for carrying out financial 

transactions above of Rs 50,000.  

 In addition, the government has asked all the existing account holders to link Aadhaar numbers to their bank 

accounts by December 31, 2017. 

  Failure to comply with this guideline will make the account invalid. Further, the notification issued amending the 

Prevention of Money-laundering (Maintenance of Records) Rules, 2005, will require quoting of Aadhaar card 

mandatory along with PAN by individuals, companies and partnership firms for all financial transactions of 50,000 

or above. 

  Before the notification, the PMLA Rules made it mandatory to submit PAN number or Form 60 to banks while 

opening accounts for high-value transactions. 

ECONOMY, BANKING AND FINANCE 

India tops global remittance-receiving list  

 India has claimed the top spot among the remittance-receiving nations, surpassing China. The United Nations, in its 

report, stated that Indians working across the globe sent home 62.7 billion US dollars in 2016. 

 According to the ‗One Family at a Time‘ study by the UN International Fund for Agricultural Development, about 

200 million migrants globally sent more than 445 billion dollars as remittances in 2016 to their families. 

RBI places restrictions on banking activities of Central Bank of India  

 The RBI has placed Central Bank of India under prompt corrective action  (PCA) which puts restricts on banking 

activities such as from lending, hiring and expanding branches. 

 According to the RBI, the PCA has been triggered in view of negative return on assets and high ratio of bad loans. 

So far, RBI has triggered PCAs for four banks – IDBI Bank, UCO Bank, Dena Bank and Indian Overseas Bank. 

Central Bank has reported loss of Rs 2439 crore for the fiscal year 2016-17. 

IOC, BPCL, HPCL Sign Agreement to set World‟s Largest Refinery  

 The Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies, Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum has have 

signed the joint venture agreement to jointly set up the world‘s largest refinery and petrochemical complex in 

Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra 
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  Indian Oil Corp (IOC) will hold 50% stake and the Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL) and Bharat Petroleum 

Corp Ltd (BPCL) will each hold a stake of 25% each in the new complex.  

 The refinery is expected to be set up at an estimated cost of Rs 3 lakh crore. The new complex is expected to be 

completed by 2022. 

  The new complex will have a 60 million tonnes refining capacity. The complex would come up at Babulwadi, 

Rajapur in Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra located very close to the West coast. Being on the West coast will be 

helpful in easily sourcing the crude oil from the Middle-East, Africa and South America.  

 The refinery complex will have three crude units of 20 million tonnes each.  

 The refinery will produce petrol, diesel, LPG, ATF and feedstock for making petrochemical. The refinery complex 

will have an accompanying mega petrochemical plant which will include an aromatic complex, naphtha cracker and 

polymer complex. 

AIIB Approves $150 million for India Infrastructure  

 China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved $150 million equity investment loan to the 

India Infrastructure Fund.  

 This loan will be the bank‘s first equity investment to fund private projects 

ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE AND TECH 

China launches 1st X-ray space telescope to study black holes  

 China successfully launched its first X-ray space telescope to study black holes, pulsars and gamma-ray bursts. The 

2.5-tonne Hard X-ray Modulation Telescope (HXMT), named 'Insight,' was launched from Jiuquan Satellite Launch 

Center in northwest China's Gobi desert. 

 It was delivered into orbit, 550km (341 miles) above the Earth, by the Long March-4B rocket. 

NASA: May 2017 is the second hottest month in 137 years   

 According to NASA, May 2017 was the second hottest month in a span of 137 years when modern record-keeping 

of average global temperatures had commenced.  

 The temperature of May 2017 was 0.88 degrees Celsius warmer than the mean May temperature from 1951-1980. 

May 2016 is the hottest on record with 0.93 degrees Celsius warmer than the May mean temperature.  

 May 2017 temperature was 0.05 degrees Celcius cooler than the temperature recorded in May 2016.  

 It was only 0.01 degrees Celsius warmer than the third warmest May, which occurred in 2014. 

OBITUARY 

Justice PN Bhagwati, a Pioneer of Judicial Activism Passes Away  

 Former Chief Justice of India Prafullachandra Natwarlal Bhagwati who is considered as a pioneer of Judicial 

Activism has passed away.  

 Justice Bhagwati was 95 years old. Justice Bhagwati introduced the concepts of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) and 

absolute liability to the Indian judicial system. He made the famous ruling that there was no need for a person to 

have any Locus Standi to approach the court on the issue of fundamental rights.  

 One of the important judgments passed by him was in the Maneka Gandhi passport impounding case of 1978. In 

this case, he ruled that a person had full right to hold a passport and his/her movement cannot be restricted. He also 

ruled that the prisoners too enjoyed fundamental rights. 

SPORTS 

Virat Kohli Creates Record by becoming Fastest Batsman to Score 8000 runs in ODIs  
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 India‘s Skipper Virat Kohli has created a record by becoming the quickest batsman to score 8000 runs in one-day 

international cricket beating South Africa‘s AB de Villier‘s record by seven fewer innings.  

 Virat Kohli has managed to cross the 8000 run mark in his 175th innings during India‘s match against Bangladesh 

in ICC Champion‘s Trophy semi-final in Birmingham. 

17 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Sushma Swaraj inaugurates KIP for young overseas Indians 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has inaugurated Know India Programme (KIP) for young overseas 

Indians at a function in New Delhi.  

 This programme is aimed at promoting awareness on different facets of life in India and the progress made by the 

country in various fields such as economic and education.  

 The Know India Programme is a three-week orientation programme for the Indian diaspora.  

 It provides a unique forum for students and young professionals of Indian origin to visit India, share their views, 

expectations and experiences and develop closer bonds with the contemporary India 

 

NATIONAL 

PM Modi inaugurates Kochi Metro  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Kochi Metro. He took a ride in the Metro from Palarivattom 

station to Pathadippalam station. Kerala Governor P Sathasivam, 

ECONOMY, BANKING AND FINANCE 

CCI slaps Rs 87 crore fine on Hyundai Motor India for anti-competitive conduct  

 The country's competition watchdog has imposed a penalty of Rs 87 crore on Korean carmaker Hyundai Motor 

India for anticompetitive conduct.  

 According to the Competition Commission of India (CCI), the carmaker imposed arrangements upon its dealers that 

resulted in resale price maintenance — a deal not to sell a product below a specified price — in sale of passenger 

cars manufactured by it.  

 Such arrangements also included monitoring of the maximum permissible discount levels through a Discount 

Control Mechanism, in contravention of the provisions of Section 3(4)(e) read with Section 3(1) of the Competition 

Act, 2002. 

Black Money: Automatic Information Sharing with Switzerland from 2019  

 Switzerland has ratified automatic exchange of financial account information with India and 40 other countries.  

 This will facilitate Switzerland to share information about suspected black money with India and other 40 nations. 

  According to the Swiss Federal Council, the implementation of the exchange sharing agreement has been planned 

for 2018 and hence the first set of data is likely to be exchanged in 2019.  

 The Swiss Federal Council is a top governing body of Switzerland.  

 The exact date of automatic information exchange would be notified by the Swiss Federal Council soon as there 

were no procedural delays for the implementation.  

 However, the Swiss banks have started seeking new safeguards so as to protect the details of their clients against 

misuse that could expose them to crimes such as kidnapping or blackmail. So, the Swiss Council had stated that 

they will prepare a situation report before the first exchange of data.  
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 As per the process, it will be ascertained whether the states and territories concerned have put in place a standard, 

especially those concerning confidentiality and data security.  

 It will be assessed whether the democratic processes in these states and territories are robust or not and whether 

corruption is high or not etc. 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

June 17: World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought  

 The World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought is observed every year on June 17 to promote public 

awareness to combat desertification.  

 The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) had designated June 17 as the World Day to Combat 

Desertification and Drought in 1994.  

 It was observed for the first time in 1995. The day is observed globally to promote public awareness on the issue, 

and the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in those countries 

experiencing serious desertification or drought, particularly in Africa.  

 This year‘s theme for World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought is ―Our Land. Our Home. Our Future“. 

 This edition will examine the link between land degradation and migration. Among others, Poverty, political 

instability, deforestation, overgrazing and bad irrigation practices are responsible for desertification.  

 They have increased the number of international migrants worldwide who have increased from 173 million in 2000 

to 244 million in 2015. 

 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development especially the Goal 15 emphasises the need to halt and reverse land 

degradation. 

OBITUARY 

Architect of Germany's re-unification, Helmut Kohl passes away 

 Former German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, died at his house in Ludwigshafen, in the western state of Germany. He 

was 87. Mr. Kohl, who led the centre-right Christian Democrats, was the longest-serving German chancellor of the 

20th Century. As Germany's leader for 16 years, Kohl was remembered for reuniting the country and for making a 

huge political and economic contribution to Europe's integration.  

 Kohl was credited with bringing East and West Germany together after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Together with 

his French ally President Francois Mitterrand, he was responsible for the introduction of the Euro. 

 

18 JUNE 

NATIONAL 

Government Announces New Post Office Passport Seva Kendras. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has announced the launch of 149 new Post Office Passport Seva Kendra. 

 These will be in addition to 86 POPSKs announced in the first phase.In the first phase 86 POPSKs were to be set up 

52 of which are now functional. 

 Government is planning to set up a comprehensive network of Passport SevaKendras across the nation so that no 

Indian will have to travel more than 50 km to get their passport. 

ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE AND TECH 

Orion spacecraft passes key safety tests. 

 NASA‘s Orion spacecraft designed to take astronauts to deep space destinations has successfully completed a series 

of tests for its critical safety systems. 
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 Researchers tested the abort motor for Orion‘s launch abort system, firing the 17-foot tall motor for five seconds. 

 The launch abort system is an important part of making sure that the crew members stay safe on the launch pad and 

on their way to space. 

DEFENCE 

CRPF launches helpline „Madadgaar‟. 

 Madadgaara 24×7 helpline has been launched by Central Reserve Police Force at Srinagar‘s Tagore Hall. 

 The helpline is the first of its kind in Kashmir with a toll free number 14411. 

 Aim of the helpline is to assist Kashmiris, especially students studying all over the country who face security issues 

and other problems away from the home. 

 This help line will bring back the lost bond between uniform forces and the people. 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

First Twitter user to hit 100 Million mark. 

 Singer Katy Perry has become the first Twitter user to reach 100 million followers. 

 She joined Twitter in February 2009, reached 50 million followers by mid-2012. 

 The second most-followed Twitter account belongs to Justin Bieber with 96.7 million followers followed by Barack 

Obama. 

SPORTS 

No ICC World T20 in 2018. 

 International Cricket Council has decided not to host the 2018 World T20 due to a tight schedule and lack of 

sponsors‘ interest. 

 2018 World T20 has been pushed to 2020. However, the venue is yet to be decided. 

 The previous ICC World T20s was been held in India in 2016 which was won by West Indies 

Kidambi Srikanth wins Indonesia Open. 

 Indian shuttler Kidambi Srikanth defeated Kazumasa Sakai in the finals to lift the Indonesia Open men‘s singles 

trophy. 

 He became the 1st Indian man to win this title and also the first Indian man to win Superseries Premier, Superseries 

and Grand Prix Gold titles. 

 This is his third Superseries title win as he had previously won the China Open in 2014 and India Open in 2015. 

 

McDonald‟s ends Olympics sponsorship deal early. 

 McDonald‘s Corp has ended its 41-year-old sponsorship of the Olympic Games three years early. McDonald‘s deal 

would have run through the Tokyo Olympics in 2020. 

 IOC has faced criticism from public health campaigners for allowing sponsors such as Coca-Cola and McDonald‘s 

to use the games to market their products, which are perceived to be unhealthy. 

 McDonald‘s has been part of the IOC‘s top sponsors programme that contributes more than $1 billion in each 

four-year cycle for the games. 

 McDonald‘s was first involved with the games in 1968 and has been Olympics‘ food retail sponsor since 1976. 

19 JUNE 



VEDANTA INSTITUTE 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 

1 JUNE 2017-30 JUNE 2017 

SCO 209 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR 36-D CHANDIGARH. PH NO 8054369515 

INTERNATIONAL 

UN approves creation of new office on counter-terrorism 

 The UN General Assembly has approved the establishment of a new office to coordinate counter-terrorism efforts, a 

move welcomed by India as a ―much awaited first step‖ that will align the world body with needs of the global 

community in the fight against the menace. 

 Under the new structure, the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force Office (CTITF) and the UN Counter- 

Terrorism Centre (UNCCT), currently in the UN Department of Political Affairs (DPA) will be transferred to the 

new office, together with their existing staff and all associated regular and extra-budgetary resources. 

India re-elected to UN body on economic, social issues; Pakistan loses out 

 India has been re-elected to the UN‘s principal organ on economic, social and environmental issues for another 

three-year term. India was among 18 nations to win election to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). India 

obtained 183 votes, the second highest after Japan in the Asia Pacific category. Election to fill the 18 vacancies in 

ECOSOC. 

 Having obtained the required two-thirds majority, the nations elected members of ECOSOC for a three-year term 

beginning January 1 2018 are Belarus, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Germany, Ghana, India, Ireland, Japan, 

Malawi, Mexico, Morocco, Philippines, Spain, Sudan, Togo, Turkey and Uruguay. 

ECONOMY, BANKING AND FINANCE 

AIIB approves membership of Argentina, Madagascar, Tonga  

 The China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved the membership of Argentina, 

Madagascar, and Tonga at its second annual meeting of Governors. The AIIB‘s Board of Governors adopted 

resolutions approving the three applicants to join the bank at the second annual meeting, which kicked off earlier in 

the day in South Korea‘s southern resort island of Jeju.  

 The first meeting was held in Beijing in 2016. The approved applicants included one regional prospective member 

of Tonga and two non-regional members of Argentina and Madagascar.  

RBI initiates Prompt Corrective Action against Bank of Maharashtra as NPA mounts  

 The Reserve Bank of India has initiated prompt corrective action (PCA) on Bank of Maharashtra placing a 

restriction on the banking activities. This RBI has said that the action is taken on the bank in view of the high level 

of bad loans. 

 This is the sixth bank to be placed under PCA by the RBI and of this five banks were placed under PCA in the last 

three months. RBI has initiated PCA on Central Bank of India, IDBI Bank, UCO Bank, Dena Bank and Indian 

Overseas Bank. The move will restrict the bank from announcing the dividend, opening branches, hiring and giving 

loans to companies rated below investment grade. 

Connaught Place is ninth most expensive office market in world, Mumbai lags  

 Connaught Place in the national capital is the most expensive prime office market in India and the ninth most 

expensive office market in the world, with an occupancy cost of $153.89 per square feet, according to the bi-annual 

Global Prime Office Occupancy Costs survey of US-based CBRE. 

 Acc. to the survey, Mumbai‘s Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC) moved one place up from nineteen to 20 while the 

CBD of Nariman Point ranked thirty-third on the list of the top 50 most expensive office markets around the world. 

 Hong Kong (Central) became the world‘s highest-priced office market with an occupancy cost of $302.51 per sq ft 

per annum. Asia continues to dominate the list of the world‘s most expensive office locations, accounting for seven 

of the top ten markets, according to the survey. 
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DIGITAL INDIA 

Atal Pension Yojana (APY) can now be subscribed digitally  

 Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has now introduced ―APY@eNPS‖ which involves 

a complete digital enrolment process. 

 This is the latest in the series of various initiatives taken by PFRDA for expansion of outreach of Atal Pension 

Yojana (APY), to give the additional push to cover the as yet unreached population with greater ease. PFRDA has 

conducted meetings with Banks and Dept of Post at Kolkata, Bengaluru & Mumbai respectively for the earliest roll 

out of the facility call. 

Mobile App “Celebrating Yoga”  

 Minister for Science & Technology Dr. Harshvardhan has launched a Mobile App ―Celebrating Yoga‖. 

  The Mobile App has been developed by Department of Science & Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology 

on the occasion of International  Yoga Day 2017. 

  The aim of the app is to popularise Yoga and encourage people to practice yoga for a scientifically healthy living. 

In 2015, the Department of Science & Technology (DST) had also launched a research programme ―Science and 

Technology of Yoga and Meditation (SATYAM)‖ under its Cognitive Science Research Initiative (CSRI). 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

ISRO‟s Mars Orbiter Mission completes 1000 Earth Days in Orbit  

 ISRO‘s Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) completes 1000 earth days in orbit. The orbiter has outlived its lifespan 

which is more than 5 times the number of days the orbiter was designated to last in orbit.  

 The MOM has at present completed 388 orbits of Mars and has sent 715 images back to earth. 

 According to the scientists, the MOM is in good health and shows no signs of slowing down. India has plans to 

send Mangalyaan 2.0 and a new mission to Venus after 2020. 

Environmental Impact Survey  

 India has been ranked 75th out of 102 countries in a list that ranks the countries in terms of the human impact on 

environment per person.  

 The ranking has been done by MoneySuperMarket, a UK-based financial services website. The ranking has been 

made based on the impact the citizens have on the environment by taking into account energy consumption, air 

pollution, waste production, reliance on non-renewable energy, the carbon dioxide emissions per capita, wastewater 

treatment capacity, municipal solid waste generated and tree cover loss etc.  

 Of all the parameters, the most weight has been given to Carbon dioxide emissions, municipal solid waste and 

energy consumption 

  Top 10 Performers: Mozambique (1st), Ethiopia (2nd), Zambia (3rd), Latvia (4th), Kenya (5th), Albania (6th), 

Ghana (7th), Tajikistan (8th), Nepal (9th), Colombia (10th).  

 Worst Performers: Trinidad and Tobago (102nd), United States (101st), Sri Lanka (100th), Ireland (99th), Canada 

(98th), China (97th), Australia (96th), South Africa (95th), Cyprus (94th), Malaysia (93rd). 

EVENTS 

India to host 2018 AIIB Annual Meeting 

 The Board of Governors of the AIIB announced that the Bank‘s third Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors will 

be held in Mumbai, India in June 2018. 

20 JUNE 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Afghan President inaugurates first Afghanistan-India air corridor  

 Afghan President Ashraf Ghani inaugurated the first Afghanistan-India air corridor at the Kabul International 

Airport. The corridor is a direct route that will bypass Pakistan and is meant to improve commerce in Afghanistan. 

 The aim of the route is to create more opportunities and make Afghanistan an exporter country. Afghan agricultural 

products will for the first time head to India on cargo planes. 

ECONOMY, BANKING AND FINANCE 

Anti-profiteering panel to levy penalty, have sunset date 

 The GST Council, chaired by Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley and comprising state finance ministers as 

members, has approved the anti-profiteering rules.  

 As per this, a five-member anti-profiteering authority will be set up to decide on levying penalty if businesses do 

not pass on the benefit of price reduction to consumers under the goods and services tax regime. 

 The authority will be headed by a retired secretary-level officer.  

 As per the structure, the complaints of profiteering would first come to the Standing Committee comprising tax 

officials from states and the Centre.  

 It would forward the complaint to the Directorate of Safeguards (DGS) for investigation, which is likely to take 

about 2-3 months to complete the inquiry. On completion of investigation, the report would be submitted to the 

anti-profiteering authority which would decide on the penalty.    

 

DEFENCE 

Lockheed Martin signs pact with Tata to make F-16 planes in India  

 The defense arm of the Tata Group has signed an agreement with American firm Lockheed Martin to produce and 

export new generation F-16 fighter aircraft, potentially kick-starting a mega ‗Make in India‘ project. 

 The agreement has been signed at the Paris Airshow, Lockheed to produce F-16 fighter planes in India. It is the 

newest and most advanced version of the world‘s most successful, combat-proven multi-role fighter. 

Reliance Defence inks Pact with Serbia‟s Yugoimport to Manufacture Ammunition in India  

 Anil Ambani‘s Reliance Defence Ammunition which is a subsidiary of Reliance Infrastructure has entered into a 

strategic partnership with Serbia‘s state-run Yugoimport to manufacture ammunition in India.  

 The joint venture is expected to target business opportunities worth Rs 20,000 crore from Indian armed forces in the 

next 10 years. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

Shri Piyush Goyal Launches Energy Conservation Building Code 2017  

 Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of State (IC) for Power, Coal, New and Renewable Energy and Mines launched the 

Energy Conservation Building Code 2017 (ECBC 2017). Developed by Ministry of Power and Bureau of Energy 

Efficiency (BEE), ECBC 2017 prescribes the energy performance standards for new commercial buildings to be 

constructed across India. 

 The updated version of ECBC provides current as well as futuristic advancements in building technology to further 

reduce building energy consumption and promote low-carbon growth. 

NASA‟s Kepler Telescope finds 10 Earth-Like Planets  
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 NASA‘s Kepler Telescope has identified 10 Earth-like planets outside the solar system that are expected to host life 

due to their right size and temperature.  

 This finding is a boost  in the hope for life elsewhere. 

 After an extensive search carried out for four years, NASA‘s Kepler space telescope has detected a total of 49 

planets in the Goldilocks zone. This number is set to increase as Kepler telescope has so far looked only in one 

quarter of one percent of a galaxy that holds about 200 billion of stars. 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

World Refugee Day: 20 June 

 The World Refugee Day is observed across the world on 20 June to commemorate the strength, courage, and 

perseverance of millions of refugees. The day is celebrated by United Nations. 

OBITUARY 

Predhiman Krishan Kaw, father of India‟s nuclear fusion passes away 

 The father of India's nuclear fusion reactor research program, Padma Shri Prof Predhiman Krishan Kaw, passed 

away. 

 He was the founder director of Institute for Plasma Research (IPR), Gandhinagar. 

PLACES IN NEWS 

114-year-old Taj Palace of Mumbai becomes first Indian building to get trademark  

 The iconic Taj Mahal Palace Hotel in the Mumbai City has acquired an 'image trademark', making it the first 

building in the country to get intellectual property rights protection for its architectural design.  

 With this, it had joined the elite and small club of trademarked properties in the world which includes the Empire 

State Building in New York, the Eiffel Tower in Paris and Sydney Opera House. 

SPORTS 

Indian Wushu Team bags six medals in BRICS Games 

 India won six medals in the Wushu competition of the first ever BRICS Games, which concluded in Guangzhou, 

China recently. The medals haul comprised two each in gold, silver, and bronze. 

 It featured some 300 athletes from five countries- Brazil, China, India, Russia and South Africa (BRICS Nations) 

with 10 events in 3 sports – men‘s basketball, women‘s volleyball, and Wushu. 

 China will host the 9th BRICS summit in September 2017. 

 

21 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

China offers to build dam in Gilgit-Baltistan that ADB, World Bank refused to fund 

 China has offered to make a dam (Diamer-Bhasha Dam) project on the Indus River that India objects to, a part of 

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

 The Diamer-Bhasha Dam is a project that both the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have 

refused to touch because India objects to its location, which is in the Gilgit-Baltistan region. India claims the region 

is a part of Kashmir. A little over a year ago, the US was making noises about supporting the project and India 

didn‘t shy away from showing it was peeved. 
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 Two years ago, the World Bank refused to come on board as a lender for the dam project, because Pakistan didn‘t 

want to seek a no-objection certificate from India for the project. And last November, the ADB too declined to fund 

what‘s said to be a $14 billion project. 

 

NATIONAL 

India ratifies United Nations TIR Convention 

 India has become the 71st country to ratify the United Nations TIR (Transports Internationaux Routiers) 

Convention, a move that will help boost trade through smoother movement of goods across territories. 

 The ratification is a part of India‘s multi-modal transport strategy that aims to integrate the economy with global 

and regional production networks through better connectivity. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Meghalaya Govt signs two MoUs with SBI for digital transaction 

 Meghalaya government has signed two MoUs with the State Bank of India as a part of an initiative towards 

migrating government transactions to digital mode.  

 With the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax(GST), these MoUs are expected to give dealers and other 

citizens the desired platform for conducting financial transactions with the state government on a digital platform. 

 The state government will now escalate its transactions for the collection of tax and non-tax revenue through the 

online system - Government Receipt Accounting System (GRAS) covering all departments in a phased manner.  

 This facility will be available through the gateway provided by SBI ePay under the MoU. 

 

 Hike Messenger partners with YES Bank to launch in-app Wallet 

 Hike Messenger launched the new version of the app with a completely new interface and the addition of a mobile 

wallet, in partnership with YES Bank. 

 With Unified Payments Interface support enabled in Hike 5.0, users can now do free and instant bank-to-bank 

transfers with their friends. 

 The feature works even if your friends aren't on Hike. For those who don‘t actively use a bank account, Hike still 

allows them to send and receive money with your friends through the Wallet 

 

GOVT SCHEME 

 Punjab Announced Free Education For Girls From Nursery To PhD 

 The Punjab Government has announced free education for girls in government schools and colleges from Nursery 

to Ph.D.  

 This is the major step towards women empowerment by Punjab CM Captain Amarinder Singh. 

 Reservation for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local Bodies has already been increased by the 

government from 33 per cent to 50 per cent.  

 The CM also announced free Wi-FI for 13,000 primary schools and all 48 government colleges. 

DEFENCE 

First Indigenously built Floating Dock Launched by L&T  

 Larsen & Toubro has launched the first indigenously built Floating Dock (FDN-2) to repair Indian Navy ships at its 

Shipyard at Kattupalli, north of Chennai.  

 The floating shipyard would be handed over to the Indian Navy after conducting three to four months of trial.  

 After the trials, FDN-2 will be moved to Andaman & Nicobar Islands. There it would be used for repairing assets of 

the Indian Navy and also of other services.  
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 These floating docks are capable of being installed either along a jetty, moored in calm waters and also moved to 

high seas enabling round-the-year operation. FDN-2 will be capable of repairing up to 8,000-tonne ships with 

draught up to 7 metres, including submarine FDN-2 will be capable of simultaneous docking of multiple ships.  

 In addition, off-center docking options were also feasible. It has hauling-in system to handle a ship‘s docking and 

undocking operations. It can also cater to the ships berthed along its side. At any point of time, FDN-2 can cater to 

six ships for repairs or refit. The FDN-2 is a wholly Made in India product.  

 The 468 crore FDN-2 was lowered into the Bay of Bengal by Anjali Deshpande, wife of the Vice-Admiral 

Controller Warship Production and Acquisition of Indian Navy, DM Deshpande 

 

EVENTS 

BIO International Convention 

 The Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) BIO 2017 is being held in the San Diego Convention Centre, 

San Diego. India is also taking part in the convention. 

 The BIO International Convention is the largest global event for the biotechnology industry and attracts the biggest 

names in biotech, offers key networking and partnering opportunities, and provides insights and inspiration on the 

major trends affecting the industry. The first BIO International Convention was held in 1993 and attracted 

approximately 1,400 attendees.   

 The event features keynotes and sessions from key policymakers, scientists, CEOs, and celebrities. The Convention 

also features the BIO Business Forum (One-on-One Partnering), hundreds of sessions covering biotech trends, 

policy issues and technological innovations, and the world‘s largest biotechnology exhibition – the BIO Exhibition. 

 The BIO International Convention is hosted by the Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO). BIO represents 

more than 1,100 biotechnology companies, academic institutions, state biotechnology centers and related 

organizations across the United States and in more than 30 other nations. BIO members are involved in the research 

and development of innovative healthcare, agricultural, industrial and environmental biotechnology products. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECH 

NASA tests ROSA on Space Station for First Time  

  NASA is testing the effectiveness of a flexible solar array, the Roll-Out Solar Array, or ROSA, on space station 

for the very first time.  

 ROSA is expected to one day power satellites and spacecraft. NASA had earlier tested the ROSA technology in 

vacuum chambers on the Earth but this is the first time it is testing the technology in space. 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

June 21: International Yoga Day  

 June 21st is annually celebrated as International Yoga Day since the year 2015. This year, the 3rd International Day 

of Yoga is being observed.  

 The purpose of the yoga day is to promote yoga and make it as a part of people‘s daily routine. The President of 

India, Pranab Mukherjee has inaugurated a mass yoga demonstration to commemorate the 3rd International Day of 

Yoga at Rashtrapati Bhavan.  

 According to UN, this year Yoga Day‘s theme is ―Yoga for Health―. The theme has been chosen to highlight the 

fact that yoga can contribute in a holistic way to achieving an equilibrium between mind and body. 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

Ramamani Iyengar Memorial Yoga Institute bags PM‟s Yoga Award  

 Ramamani Iyengar Memorial Yoga Institute, Pune has become the first recipient of the Prime Minister‘s Award for 

outstanding contribution to promotion and development of Yoga.  

 PM‘s Yoga Award was instituted at the 2nd International Day of Yoga celebrations at Chandigarh by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. Prime Minister had instituted the award for promoting the ancient Indian spiritual 

discipline.  
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 The Ministry of AYUSH framed guidelines for the awards and constituted two committees, namely, screening 

committee (for preliminary evaluation) and evaluation committee (Jury). The Institute has been selected from 

among 85 nominations and 15 more recommended by the Screening Committee.  

 The Award was recommended by an Evaluation Committee (Jury) under the Chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary. 

Ramamani Iyengar Memorial Yoga Institute has worked to spread Yoga both domestically and internationally over 

a period of four decades.  

 It has also published a number of books on yoga which has been translated into multiple languages. 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

India Re-Nominates Dalveer Bhandari For Another Term As Judge At International Court of Justice 

 India has re-nominated Justice Dalveer Bhandari as its candidate for another term as judge at the International Court 

of Justice or ICJ, the principal judicial organ of the United Nations or UN. 

 The ICJ consists of 15 judges elected to nine-year terms by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security 

Council that vote simultaneously but separately. 

 In order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute majority of the votes in both bodies (UNSC and 

UNGA). 

 Judges will be elected from among persons of high moral character, who possess the qualifications required in their 

respective countries for appointment to the highest judicial offices, or are jurisconsults of recognised competence in 

international law. 

 Judges are chosen on the basis of their qualifications, not their nationality, but no two judges can be from the same 

nationality. Effort is also taken to ensure that the principal legal systems of the world are reflected in the 

composition of the court. 

22 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

UN Appoints Russian Diplomat Vladimir Voronkov as Chief of newly established United Nations 

Counter-Terrorism Centre  

 The UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has appointed Russian diplomat Vladimir Voronkov to head the newly 

established UN Counter-Terrorism Centre (UNCCT), despite growing tensions between the US and Russia.  

 The Vladimir Voronkov has been given the rank of Under-Secretary-General. The new Under-Secretary-General 

would Chair the Task Force and Executive Director of the UN Counter-Terrorism Centre.  

 The newly established UNCCT has been mandated to oversee the counterterrorism efforts of 36 UN-funded 

programmes under the ambit of a variety of UN agencies, 12 inter-agency working groups, Interpol, and the World 

Customs Organisation. 

 

Saudi Arabia's Mohammed bin Salman appointed Crown Prince 

 Saudi Arabia's King Salman has appointed his son, Mohammed bin Salman, as heir, in a major reshuffle. A royal 

decree removed Crown Prince Mohammed bin Nayef, a 57-year-old nephew of the king, as next-in-line to the 

throne and replaced him with Mohammed bin Salman, 31, who was previously the deputy crown prince. 

 The newly-announced crown prince was also named deputy prime minister and maintained his post as defense 

minister. 

 

NATIONAL 

India‟s population to surpass that of China‟s around 2024: UN 

 The World Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision, published by the UN Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs, was recently released. The 2017 Revision of World Population Prospects is the 25th round of official UN 

population estimates and projections. 

 According to the UN forecast, India‘s population could surpass that of China‘s around 2024, two years later than 

previously estimated, and is projected to touch 1.5 billion in 2030. Currently China with 1.41 billion inhabitants and 

India with 1.34 billion remain the two most populous countries, comprising 19 and 18% of the total global 

population. 
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 The population of China is projected to remain stable until the 2030s, after which it may begin a slow decline. India 

s population may eventually see a decline in the half century after 2050 to 1.51 billion by 2100 but it will still be the 

most populous country in the world. 

 In India, life expectancy at birth will be 71 years in 2025-2030, growing to 74.2 years in 2045-2050. The under-five 

mortality rate will decline from 32.3 deaths under age five per 1,000 live births in 2025-2030 to 18.6 in 2045-2050. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Railways to launch Operation Swarn to revamp Rajdhani, Shatabdi Trains   

 Concerned over the complaints received from the public over the premium trains of Indian Railways like Rajdhani 

and Shatabdi Express, Railways have decided to launch ―Operation Swarn (‗gold‘)―. 

 The operation is aimed at improving the services in these premium trains. The Railways have decided to launch this 

operation after it received complaints from passengers regarding the sanitation, food quality and delay in train 

arrivals etc.  

 Under the operation, in the first phase, Mumbai-Delhi Rajdhani Express and Mumbai-Ahmedabad Shatabdi Express 

will be upgraded. More trains will be identified for upgradation in a phased manner  

 Under the initiative, Indian Railways will work towards improving 10 aspects, namely, punctuality, cleanliness, 

linen, coach interiors, toilets, catering, staff behaviour, security, entertainment, housekeeping and regular feedback. 

 Under the operation, a sum of Rs 50 lakh would be allotted to Rajdhani and Shatabdi trains on various routes for the 

purpose of revamping.  

 Under the operation, a sum of Rs 50 lakh would be allotted to Rajdhani and Shatabdi trains on various routes for the 

purpose of revamping. Indian railways will constitute two committees to monitor the revamping work under 

‗Operation Swarn‘.  

 Indian railways will constitute two committees to monitor the revamping work under ‗Operation Swarn‘.  

 The upgraded trains will also have improved coach interiors, better furnishing and new comfortable seats. In future, 

these premium trains will also be upgraded with services like Wi-Fi, infotainment screens, coffee vending machines 

etc. 

 

India‟s Largest Municipal Bond Programme Launched 
  Union Urban Development Minister Venkaiah Naidu has launched India‘s largest municipal bond programme. 

 The Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC) became the first municipal corporation in the country to tap money 

through municipal bonds in 14 years.  

 The AA+ rated PMC‘s municipal bonds raised Rs 200 crore at 7.59 per cent rate at the Bombay Stock Exchange 

(BSE).  

 This is the first-ever mobilisation of debt capital by a municipal corporation on the BSE BOND platform.  

 This will also be the first issuance since the publication of ‗Issue and Listing of Debt Securities by Municipalities 

Regulations, 2015‘ by Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 

 

Uttarakhand and Haryana Declared Open Defecation Free States  

 Under the Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin (SBM-G), rural Uttarakhand and rural Haryana have been declared as 

the 4th and 5th Open Defecation Free (ODF) States of India. Already, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh and Kerala, have 

been declared ODF.  

 As per the government sources, nationally the sanitation coverage has increased from 42% to over 64% since the 

launch of SBM. Uttarakhand has 13 districts, 95 blocks, 7256 gram panchayats and 15751 villages while Haryana 

has 21 districts, 124 blocks, and 6083 gram panchayats.  

 All these have been declared as ODF. With this, the total number of ODF states in the country have increased to 5 

covering more than 2 lakh villages and 147 districts across the country. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

NASA, Italian Space Agency to probe cosmic X-ray mysteries 
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 NASA has signed an agreement with Italian Space Agency for the launch of the Imaging X-ray Polarimetry 

Explorer (IXPE) mission that will provide important clues about the origins of cosmic X-rays, their interactions 

with matter and gravity as they travel through space. 

 Slated to launch in 2020, the Imaging X-ray Polarimetry Explorer (IXPE) mission will help explore some of the 

most turbulent and extreme environments in our universe — from the hottest, messiest star factories to violent jets 

screaming away from monster black holes. 

 The IXPE mission will fly three telescope systems capable of measuring the polarisation of X-rays emitted by 

cosmic sources. 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

 Annabel Mehta awarded with the Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) 

  Sachin Tendulkar's mother-in-law and social activist Annabel Mehta, a British national, has been awarded the 

MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire) for her work and service to the underprivileged. 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Uber Co-Founder Travis Kalanick Resigns as C.E.O. 

 Uber co-founder Travis Kalanick has resigned from his position as chief executive of the $68bn ride-hailing app 

following a tumultuous six months of scandal. 

 Kalanick reportedly took the hard decision after a group of major Uber investors demanded his immediate 

resignation. 

APPOINTMENT 

In historic first, UNICEF appoints Syrian refugee Muzoon Almellehan as Goodwill Ambassador 

 The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) announced, on the World Refugee Day (20 June), the appointment 

of Muzoon Almellehan, a 19-year-old education activist, and Syrian refugee, as its newest – and youngest – 

Goodwill Ambassador. 

 The appointment makes Muzoon the first person with official refugee status to become an Ambassador for 

UNICEF. 

SPORTS 

Second edition of Slum Daud 

 The second edition of the Slum Daud was recently inaugurated. 

 The Slum Yuva Daud is part of the Adopt Slum Campaign initiated by the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and 

Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan. The Slum Yuva Daud & Adopt Slum campaigns aim at highlighting the 

government‘s pro-people schemes among masses. 

 

 Anil Kumble resigns as Head Coach of Indian Cricket team 

 Anil Kumble, the former Indian Captain, resigned from the post of Head Coach of the Indian Cricket team. His 

resignation came before the limited-overs tour of the West Indies team. 

 During this trip to the Caribbean, the team management will be supervised by M V Sridhar, the general manager of 

cricket operations. The batting coach Sanjay Bangar and fielding coach R Sridhar will continue in their roles. 

 

23 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Amendment of the Social Security Agreement between India and the Netherlands 
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 The Union Cabinet has approved Amendment of the bilateral Social Security Agreement (SSA) between India and 

the Netherlands by incorporating the ―Country of Residence‖ Principle into the said SSA. 

 The circumstances where the ―country of residence‖ principle will apply to a few instances of Indian nationals 

include the following: 

 An Indian worker who dies in the Netherlands and has his/her spouse and children living in India. 

 An Indian worker who gets disabled while working in the Netherlands and returns to India. 

 The SSA allows exemption from double contribution to the social security system in both jurisdictions, 

exportability of accumulated social security benefits across jurisdictions (applicable even to the self-employed), and 

totalization of serving periods. 

 

NATIONAL 

A law, this time for Antarctica 

 India is drafting a dedicated Antarctica policy and a law that will likely be tabled in the winter session of Parliament. 

Ministry of Earth Sciences will draft the law. 

 India, being among the countries that have acceded to the Antarctica Treaty, is expected to have a clear policy on 

the consequences of its activities in the region. India is expanding its infrastructure development in Antarctica. The 

government is rebuilding its station, Maitri, to make it bigger and last for at least 30 years. Dakshin Gangotri, the 

first Indian base established in 1984, has weakened and become just a supply base. 

 

GOVT SCHEME 

Government launches VAJRA Scheme  

 Department of Science and Technology has launched  VAJRA (Visiting Advanced Joint Research) Faculty 

scheme that enables NRIs and overseas scientific community to participate and contribute to research and 

development in India.  

 On 8th January 2017, during the 14th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention, Prime Minister had announced that a 

new scheme called VAJRA (Visiting Advanced Joint Research) Faculty scheme would be launched by the 

Department of Science and Technology. 

 Under this scheme, foreign researchers abroad of Indian origin or otherwise can collaborate with faculties in public 

funded Indian institutions. The researchers would receive endowments at par with those in their own countries.  

 They would be given USD 15,000 in the first month of residency and USD 10,000, for the remaining months.  

 The scheme would promote broad areas of research like energy, health, advance material among others. Public 

funded academic institutions and national laboratories will be eligible for hosting the VAJRA Faculty.  

 The VAJRA faculty can reside in India for a minimum of 1 month and a maximum of 3 months a year.  

 The applications received from the interested foreign researchers would be evaluated by a Selection Committee of 

eminent scientists. The Committee will meet twice a year in January and July and make recommendations 

 

Government announces 30 new Smart Cities  

 Union Minister for Urban Development and Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation, M. Venkaiah Naidu has 

announced a new batch of 30 smart cities under Smart City Mission, which was launched on June 25, 2015.   

  The newly selected cities include Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala,  Naya Raipur in Chhattisgarh, Rajkot in Gujarat, 

Amravati in Andhra Pradesh, Patna in Bihar, Karimnagar in Telangana, Muzaffarpur in Bihar, Puducherry, 

Gandhinagar in Gujarat, Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir, Sagar in Madhya Pradesh, Karnal in Haryana, Satna in 

Madhya Pradesh, Bengaluru in Karnataka, Shimla in Himachal Pradesh, Dehradun in Uttarakhand, Tirupur in Tamil 

Nadu, Pimpri Chinchwad in Maharashtra, Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh, Pasighat in Arunachal Pradesh, Jammu in 

Jammu & Kashmir, Dahod in Gujarat, Tirunelveli, Thootukkudi and Tiruchirapalli in Tamil Nadu, Jhansi in Uttar 

Pradesh, Aizawl in Mizoram, Allahabad and Aligarh in U.P. and Gangtok in Sikkim.  

 With the addition of these 30 smart cities, the total cities picked up under the Smart City Mission has reached 90. 

 

POSOCO-IMD Weather Portal & Web Portal „MERIT‟ launched  
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 Union Minister of State for Power, Coal, New & Renewable Energy and Mines Piyush Goyal has launched Weather 

Portal for Power Sector & Web Portal ‗MERIT‘ (Merit Order Despatch of Electricity for Rejuvenation of Income 

and Transparency). 

 The weather portal has been developed in association with POSOCO and IMD. The portal will have information 

regarding weather forecast to the state Discoms.  

 The weather variations have an impact on load demand, energy production, transport and distribution management, 

as well as on energy prices.  

 Extreme events associated with weather like heat waves or cold waves, windstorms or floods can have adverse 

impacts on the production and can inflict physical damage to the infrastructure. 

 Hence, the portal aims to provide weather related information and help states to take pro-active steps regarding 

management and plan for infrastructure availability as well as to ensure cost effective and reliable supply. 

 

DEFENCE 

US Approves Sale of UAV Technology to India  

 The United States has cleared the sale of the state-of-the-art Guardian 22 unmanned Guardian drones to India.  

 The deal to sell UAV drones to India is estimated to be worth $2 to $3 billion. Though the deal has been approved 

by the State Department, an official announcement regarding the deal is yet to be announced. S 

 The transfer of the state-of-the-art UAV technology to India will be the first significant progress after India‘s entry 

into the exclusive Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and after the US has designated India as a major 

defence partner.  

 India became the 35th full member of the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in June 2016. The transfer 

of Guardian UAV technology is aimed at furthering mutual security interests to protect the Indian Ocean.  

 The deal would also pave the way for the transfer of other key technology sales from the US to India. The Guardian 

unmanned aircraft has been classified as Category 1 aircraft with cutting edge technologies. 

 

NATGRID can soon access PAN, I-T records 

 

 The Centre has empowered the National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), the integrated mechanism to keep track of 

security-related data, to access the Income Tax department‘s records on individual taxpayers as well as PAN card 

holders. NATGRID and the I-T department could sign a pact soon to operationalise the data sharing arrangement. 

 

 NATGRID is an ambitious counter terrorism programme, which will utilise technologies like Big Data and 

analytics to study and analyse the huge amounts of data from various intelligence and enforcement agencies to help 

track suspected terrorists and prevent terrorist attacks. It will connect, in different phases, data providing 

organisations and users besides developing a legal structure through which information can be accessed by the law 

enforcement agencies. 

 

HISTORY 

„Moncoes do Reino‟ (Monsoon correspondence): 

 These are the digital copies of 62 volumes of the collection recently handed over to the National Archives of India 

by the Torre do Tombo (National Archives of Portugal.  

 These volumes were originally part of over 456 volumes that cover the period from 1568 to 1914 and form the 

largest of all record collections in the Goa State Archives.   

 The collection consists of direct correspondence from Lisbon to Goa and is important primary source for the study 

of the Portuguese expansion in Asia, their trade rivalries with the Arabs and European powers and their relations 

with neighbourings Kings in South Asia and East Asia. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECH 

NASA launches World‟s Lightest Satellite designed by Indian Student  
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 NASA has launched world‘s lightest satellite weighing only 64 grams designed by 18-year-old boy Rifath Sharook 

from Tamil Nadu.  

 The tiny satellite has been named as KalamSat after the former President APJ Abdul Kalam. The tiny satellite was 

launched into space on a sounding rocket from NASA‘s facility in Wallops Island. 

 

Cartosat-2 launch: India puts another smart eye in the sky 

 India‘s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle has launched the Cartosat-2 series satellite—a dedicated satellite for defence 

forces—along with 30 co-passenger satellites from Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. This is the 40th flight of PSLV 

and 17th flight of PSLV in ‗XL‘ configuration (with the use of solid strap-on motors). 

 PSLV-C38 launched the 712 kg Cartosat-2 series satellite for earth observation and 30 co-passenger satellites 

together, weighing about 243 kg at lift-off, into a 505-km polar sun synchronous orbit. 

 The co-passenger satellites include 29 Nano satellites from 14 countries—Austria, Belgium, Chile, Czech Republic, 

Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia, the United Kingdom and the United States of 

America—besides a nano satellite from India. 

 The international customer nano satellites are being launched as part of the commercial arrangements between 

Antrix Corporation Limited (Antrix), commercial arm of ISRO and International customers.  

 Cartosat-2 is a remote sensing satellite and it is similar in configuration to earlier satellites in the series with the 

objective of providing high-resolution scene specific spot imagery. 

 It has a resolution of 0.6 metres, which means it can spot even smaller objects within a square of 0.6 m by 0.6 m. 

 Once this satellite becomes operational, it would be handed over to the defence forces, which have their own 

infrastructure, which includes ground stations, and trained manpower to access data. 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

Nisha Dutt bags Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award  

 Nisha Dutt, Chief Executive Officer of Intellecap has become the first Indian woman leader to have been honoured 

with the ―Social Entrepreneur of the Year‖ award at The 7th Asian Awards in London.  

 Nisha Dutt has been honoured in recognition of her work in making Intellecap a globally known enterprise that 

focuses on social capital.  

 Her key contribution lies in integrating technology with challenges of healthcare, financial services, incubation and 

conceptualising programs such as Innovations Labs. 

 

24 JUNE 

NATIONAL 

City Liveability Index 

 The Ministry of Urban Development has launched the ‗City Liveability Index‘ for measuring the quality of life in 

116 major cities including smart cities, capital cities and cities with a population of above one million each. 

 In a first of its kind Index to be introduced in the country, cities will be assessed on a comprehensive set of 79 

parameters to capture the extent and quality of infrastructure including availability of roads, education and health 

care, mobility, employment opportunities, emergency response, grievance redressal, pollution, availability of open 

and green spaces, cultural and entertainment opportunities etc. 

 The Index is a Common Minimum Reference Framework to enable the cities know where they stand in terms of 

quality of life and the interventions required to improve the same. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

World Bank sanctions 44 million dollars for ASPIRe  

 World Bank's Board of Executive Directors has approved a loan assistance of 44 million dollars for the Assam State 

Public Finance Institutional Reforms (ASPIRe) Project. The loan was sanction by World Bank (International Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development) in its meeting held at Washington DC, USA. 

 The project aims at improving predictability and transparency in budget execution and efficiency in tax 

administration in Assam. ASPIRe project is based on three important components: 
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 Strengthening public finance institutional capacity 

 Strengthening expenditure and revenue information systems 

 On project management, monitoring and evaluation, and coordination. 

 

M-banking now under ombudsman‟s purview 

 

 Widening the scope of its Banking Ombudsman Scheme, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has included complaints 

relating to mis-selling and mobile banking in its purview. The amended Banking Ombudsman Scheme will come 

into force from July 1. 

 The scheme now includes deficiencies arising out of sale of insurance/mutual fund/other third party investment 

products by banks. 

 Under the amended Scheme, a customer would also be able to lodge a complaint against the bank for its 

non-adherence to RBI instructions with regard to mobile banking/ electronic banking services in India. 

 The pecuniary jurisdiction of the Banking Ombudsman to pass an Award has been increased from existing Rs 10 

lakh to to Rs 20 lakh. 

 Compensation not exceeding Rs 1 lakh can also be awarded by to the complainant for loss of time, expenses 

incurred as also, harassment and mental anguish suffered by the complainant. 

 

RBI reconstitutes Oversight Committee; appoints three more members  

 The Reserve Bank of India reconstituted the Oversight Committee by appointing three more members. The 

high-level panel was formed to examine the process to resolve mounting bad loans in the banking sector. According 

to the RBI former chief vigilance commissioner, Pradeep Kumar will head the now reconstituted 5-member panel. 

 Besides Kumar, the other members of the committee are former SBI Chairman Janki Ballabh, former Canara Bank 

Chairman and MD MBN Rao, former Chairman of L&T Finance YM Deosthalee and S Raman, member SEBI. 

Raman would be inducted into the panel from September 7, 2017 after he completes the term at SEBI. The 

expansion follows promulgation of the Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 last month. 

 

GOVT SCHEME 

Mizoram launches scheme for better treatment of HIV-Hit people 

 Mizoram Health Minister Lal Thanzara has launched the ‗Test and Treat Strategy‘ of the Mizoram state AIDS 

Control Society (MSACS) to improve treatment for HIV affected people in the state. 

 Under the ‗Test and Treat Strategy‘, the HIV-affected people would be given free Anti Retrovira Therapy (ART) 

irrespective of the CD4 count. 

 

DEFENCE 

India-Russia Signs Roadmap for Defence Cooperation  

  India and Russia have finalized a roadmap to further boost bilateral defence cooperation during the 17th 

India-Russia intergovernmental commission on military-technical cooperation held at Moscow.  

 The meeting was co-chaired by defence minister Arun Jaitley and his Russian counterpart General Shoygu.  

 The agenda for the discussion ranged from joint development of futuristic weapon systems to a major upgrade of 

military-to-military ties. India and Russia had signed a protocol that aims to enhance cooperation between both the 

countries in the field of political and military dialogue, exercises, exchange of visits, military cooperation and 

training. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

Paris Agreement Only Way to Save Coral Reefs 

 A report by UNESCO has concluded that cutting down emissions and delivering the Paris Climate agreement to be 

the only ways out to save coral reefs the world over.  
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 This is the first global assessment of the impact of climate change on world heritage listed coral reefs. The 

assessment studies the impact of climate change on 29 world Heritage-listed coral reefs.  

 The assessment has found that local responses are no longer sufficient.  

 The report has found that global warming caused by an increase in frequency, intensity, and duration of heat-stress 

events has massive consequences for the 29 world heritage sites. The report has warned that world‘s coral reefs will 

die out completely by mid-century unless carbon emissions are reduced.  

 The consequences could also be severe for millions of people worldwide. It is estimated that at least 25 coral reefs 

are set to experience twice-per-decade severe bleaching events by 2040. As per the report in the last three years, 25 

out of 29 coral reefs which comprise three-fourths of the world‘s reef systems has experienced severe bleaching 

events which are labelled as the worst-ever sequence of bleachings to date. 

 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

Anti-hunger activist Ankit Kawatra to be honored by Queen Elizabeth II 

 Anti-hunger activist Ankit Kawatra has been selected for prestigious Queen‘s Young Leaders Award with 60 others 

from all 53 Commonwealth countries. 

 He will be honored by Queen Elizabeth II at a ceremony to be held in the Buckingham Palace, UK on June 29, 

2017. 

 

Carnegie Medal 

 

 Wipro Chairman Azim Premji is among the recepients of this year‘s Carnegie Medal, considered the most 

prestigious prize in philanthropy, for his efforts to reform India‘s public school system. 

 Premji is among the nine recipients recognised ―for their outstanding and innovative leadership in philanthropy‖. 

 The Carnegie Medal of Philanthropy was established in 2001 and is awarded every two years. The recepients will 

be honoured in a ceremony to be held in October. The honorees are recognised as catalysts for good whose 

philanthropy has had a significant and lasting impact on a particular field, nation, or community of people. 

 

West Bengal Honoured with UN Public Service Award  
 West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has received the highest prize in United Nations Public Service 

Award for the state government‘s Kanyashree Prakalpa (Girl Child) scheme in The Hague, Netherlands.  

 Kanyashree Prakalpa scheme of West Bengal came first among the 552 project nominations received by the UN 

from 62 countries.  

 West Bengal has been awarded in the Asia-Pacific group for the category: ‗Reaching the Poorest and Most 

Vulnerable through Inclusive Services and Participation‗.  

 Argentina was the winner in the Latin America-Caribbean Group for its programme for early childhood education. 

In the Western Group, the UK was the winner for its programme to prevent senior citizens from being defrauded. 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Palbinder Kaur Shergill becomes first turbaned Sikh woman to be appointed as Judge in Canada Supreme Court  

 Palbinder Kaur Shergill has become the first turbaned Sikh woman to be appointed as Canada‘s Supreme Court 

judge.  

 The announcement was made by the minister of justice and attorney general of Canada Jody Wilson-Raybould.  

 The appointment of Shergill as Supreme Court Judge of Canada is considered as a milestone for the Sikh 

community in Canada. 

APPOINTMENT 

Rajiv Gauba named new Home Secretary  

 Urban development secretary Rajiv Gauba will be the new home secretary after the completion of the tenure of 

Rajiv Mehrishi on August 30. 
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SPORTS 

Imran Khawaja Appointed as ICC Deputy Chairman  

 The International Cricket Council (ICC) has appointed Imran Khawaja as its deputy chairman. Imran Khawaja is 

Chairman of Associates counties and a veteran administrator from Singapore. 

 Recently, the ICC Full Council had brought a constitutional change approving the creation of the post of deputy 

chairman.  

 Imran Khawaja was part of a five member ICC working team that framed ICC‘s new constitution last year.  

 Following his election, Khawaja will deputise the ICC meetings in the absence of chairman Shashank Manohar. 

Imran Khawaja is a senior lawyer and has been serving in the ICC Board for several years. He had also served as a 

part of influential committees of the ICC. 

 

 

25 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

India and Portugal Sign 11 Pacts  

 India and Portugal have signed 11 pacts after in-depth talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his 

Portuguese counterpart Antonio Costa in areas like counter-terrorism, space and climate studies.  

 This is the first-ever bilateral visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Portugal. India thanked Portugal for its support 

for India‘s permanent membership of UNSC, and of Multilateral Export Control Regime. 

 

Pakistan issues its first transgender passport. 

 Pakistan has issued its first third-gender passport to a transgender activist. 

 Farzana Riaz, a transgender activist said the new passport would help her campaign globally on behalf of her 

community. 

 Farzana‘s new passport mentions her gender as X and not as a male or female. 

 In 2009, Pakistan became one of the first countries in the world to legally recognise a third sex, allowing 

transgenders to obtain identity cards. 

 Meanwhile homosexuality, prohibited by Islam, is punishable by 10 years imprisonment or even 100 lashes in 

Pakistan. 

 

NATIONAL 

Aadhaar not valid for travel to Nepal and Bhutan 

 Union home ministry has announced that Aadhaar is not a valid identification document for Indians travelling to 

Nepal and Bhutan. 

 However Indians can travel to Nepal and Bhutan if they have a valid passport or voter‘s ID card issued by the 

Election Commission of India. 

 Persons over 65 and below 15 years can show documents with photographs to confirm their age and identity. The 

documents can PAN card, driving licence, CGHS card but not Aadhaar. 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

Maharashtra Govt Announces Farm Loan Waiver 

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has announced the largest farm loan waiver of Rs 34,000 crore for 

farmers in the state. 

 The programme is named after Maratha warrior Shivaji Maharaj, will benefit 89 lakh farmers and make 40 lakh 

agriculturists debt-free. 

 The new scheme will see debt of up to Rs 1.5 lakh per farmer being written off. 

 So far states like Maharashtra, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Punjab have announced loan waiver. 

GOVT SCHEME 



VEDANTA INSTITUTE 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 

1 JUNE 2017-30 JUNE 2017 

SCO 209 SECOND FLOOR SECTOR 36-D CHANDIGARH. PH NO 8054369515 

24/7 helpline for women launched. 

 First time in the history of Manipur a helpline just for women has been launched. 

 Manipur government has launched a toll free 24/7 helpline number 181 for women in the state. 

 The helpline will provide a 24-hour telecom service to women affected by violence, seeking support and 

information. 

 This scheme is available and designed for all 16 districts of the state and for this purpose District level nodal 

officers have been appointed. 

 The helpline has been launched with an aim to fight and reduce crime against women in the state. 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

 ISRO-made chips to alert people at unmanned rail crossings. 

 Indian Space and Research Organisation has developed a satellite-based chip systems to alert road users at 

unmanned level crossings about approaching trains and also help in tracking train movement on a real-time basis. 

 Road users will be warned by hooters once a train approaches an unmanned level crossing as railways are installing 

ISRO-developed integrated circuit chips on locomotives of trains. 

 The hooter will be louder as the level crossing nears, and finally it will be silent after the train passes by. 

 On a pilot basis, Mumbai and Guwahati Rajdhani trains will be equipped with this system. 

 The satellite based system will also be used for tracking trains for disseminating information about their movement 

on real time basis. 

 

China develops world‟s most powerful submarine detector. 

 A major breakthrough in magnetic detection technology which could find hidden metallic objects, including 

minerals and submarines has been achieved by china. 

 The device works from air and can be used to pinpoint the location of minerals buried deep beneath the earth. 

 The device could also be used on civilian and military aircraft. 

 The technology could be used to detect minerals on land, and in the ocean to nail down submarines. 

SPORTS 

 Indian boxers claim a gold and a silver medal. 

 Indian Boxer Ankush Dahiya (60kg) clinched a gold while L Devendro Singh (52kg) settled for a silver medal on 

the final day of the Ulaanbaatar Cup boxing tournament in Mongolia. 

 The 19-year-old Ankush defeated Korean Man Choe Chol in a split verdict while Devendro lost to Indonesia‘s 

Aldoms Suguro in a split decision. 

 

Srikanth wins Australia Open Super Series men‟s singles title. 

 India‘s shuttler Kidambi Srikanth defeated Rio champion Chen Long to win the Australia Open Series held in 

Sydney. 

 Srikanth won in straight games 22-20, 21-16 to win his career‘s fourth Super Series title. 

 This is his 2nd consecutive Super Series title after he won the Indonesia Open Super Series title. 

 

26 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister Costa launch unique Start-up portal 

 Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister Costa recently launched a unique startup Portal – the India-Portugal 

International StartUp Hub (IPISH) – in Lisbon. 

 This is a platform initiated by Startup India and supported by Commerce & Industry Ministry and Startup Portugal 

to create a mutually supportive entrepreneurial partnership. 
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NATIONAL 

EC disqualifies Minister in M.P. 

 The Election Commission has disqualified Narottam Mishra, Minister in the Madhya Pradesh government from 

membership of any State legislature and contesting polls for the next three years for filing wrong accounts of 

election expenditure. 

 Membership of the minister was revoked under section 10A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, to be 

read with Sections 77 and 78 of the Act. This relates to providing wrong information to the Commission on 

expenses incurred during the polls. 

 

HRD Ministry Constitutes K. Kasturirangan Panel to Frame National Education Policy  

 The HRD ministry has constituted a new nine-member panel headed by space scientist K Kasturirangan to frame a 

new National Education Policy (NEP).  

 The other members of the panel include chosen experts and educationists from wide-ranging backgrounds.  

 The panel includes former IAS officer K.J. Alphonse Kanamthanam, who was instrumental in making Kerala‘s 

Kottayam and Ernakulam districts achieve 100% literacy.  

 Another member of the panel will be Ram Shanker Kureel who has wide experience in the field of agricultural 

sciences and management. He is also the Vice-Chancellor of Baba Saheb Ambedkar University of Social Sciences, 

Mhow, Madhya Pradesh.  

 The committee also comprises of M.K. Shridhar, former member secretary of the Karnataka State Innovation 

Council, T.V. Kattimani, an expert on language communication, Dr. Mazhar Asif, professor of Persian at Guwahati 

University, Krishan Mohan Tripathi, a former director of education, Uttar Pradesh, mathematician Manjul Bhargava 

from Princeton University and Vasudha Kamat, former vice chancellor of Mumbai‘s SNDT University. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

World Bank clears $250-million loan for Skill India Mission  

 The World Bank has cleared a USD 250-million loan to aid the Skill India mission. The loan amount would be used 

for making Indian youth more employable through reskilling. 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

NASA‟s Opportunity Mars Rover finds evidence of Ancient Lake  

 NASA‘s Mars rover Opportunity has found rocks at the edge of Endeavour Crater that might have been a lake of 

liquid water.  

 The scientists believe that the rocks were either transported by a flood or eroded in place by the wind. 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking: 26 June 

 By resolution 42/112 of 7 December 1987, the General Assembly decided to observe 26 June as the International 

Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit. 

 The theme for 2017 is- "Listen First - Listening to children and youth is the first step to help them grow healthy and 

safe." 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Manushi Chhillar from Haryana wins the title of Miss India 2017 

 The 54th Femina Miss India World 2017 winner is Manushi Chhillar from Haryana, while the first runner-up is 

Sana Dua from Jammu and Kashmir and the second runner-up is Priyanka Kumari from Bihar. 

BOOK LAUNCH 
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Naidu launches book titled „The Emergency-Indian Democracy‟s Darkest Hour' 

 Venkaiah Naidu has launched the book which titled 'The Emergency - Indian Democracy‘s Darkest Hour'. 

 A book is written by Surya Prakash who is a chairman of Prasar Bharati. 

 The book was launched at a conference to mark the anniversary of the Emergency and to honor all those who 

fought for the restoration of democracy in the country in the mid-1970s. 

 

SPORTS 

ISSF Junior World Rifle/Pistol Championship: Yashaswini Deswal and Anish Bhanwala Wins Gold  

 Indian shooters Yashaswini Singh Deswal and Anish Bhanwala has bagged gold in the Women‘s 10m Air Pistol 

and Men‘s 25m Standard Pistol competition respectively in the Junior World Rifle/Pistol Championship held in 

Germany.  

 Yashaswini Singh Deswal fired a record 235.9 points to clinch the gold. Earlier in 2016, Yashaswini Singh Deswal 

had managed to clinch silver in the 10m air pistol event at the junior world cup held in Germany. 

 

 Doon girl Bhumika Sharma wins Miss World title in bodybuilding championship 

 Bhumika Sharma, another Indian has become Miss World in bodybuilding championship. 

 Dehradun‘s girl gained maximum points in three categories – individual posing, body posing and fall in that 

eventually bagged her the Miss World title and the gold medal at the world championship in Venice, Italy. The 

championship drew 50 competitors from different countries. 

 

Anish Bhanwala set a junior world record at World Championship 

 Haryana's Anish Bhanwala gave a robust start for the Indian challenge by clinching the 25-metre standard pistol 

gold with a world junior record in the Junior World Shooting Championship in Suhl, Germany. 

27 JUNE 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Prime Minister Modi‟s US Visit  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has become the first foreign leader to have a White House dinner after the US 

President Donald Trump assumed power.  

  Pakistan - India and the US have asked Pakistan to make sure that its soil is not used for cross-border terror strikes. 

Both the countries have asked Pakistan to expeditiously bring the perpetrators of the Mumbai and Pathankot 

attackers to justice.  

 Drones - The US has cleared the sale of Guadian Unmanned Aerial Systems to India. The drones would help India 

to keep a closer watch over the strategically important Indian Ocean. Hizbul chief -  The US has designated Hizbul 

Mujahideen Chief Syed Salahuddin as a global terrorist. The 71-year-old Salahuddin also leads the United Jihad 

Council, which is an umbrella organisation of militant groups operating in Kashmir.  

 Trade Barriers - Donald Trump has asked India to maintain a fair and reciprocal trade relationship and has called for 

the removal of barriers for the export of US goods into Indian markets. 

  GST - Donald Trump has given a thumbs up to India‘s GST that will come into effect on July 1. Naval Exercise - 

Donald Trump has said that India and the US would join Japan to conduct the largest maritime war game ever 

conducted in the Indian Ocean.  

 Afghanistan -  India and the US have expressed concern over the rising instability in Afghanistan and vowed to 

strengthen cooperation for establishing peace in the war-torn country.  
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 North Korea -  Trump and Modi have labelled the missile programs of North Korea as a grave threat to global 

peace.  

 Areas of Cooperation - Prime Minister Modi has named trade, commerce and investment as key areas of mutual 

co-operation. In addition, he also said that India is actively looking at technology, innovation and knowledge 

economy 

Romania: Mihai Tudose named as Prime-Minister Designate 

 In Romania, President Klaus Iohannis has appointed outgoing economy minister Mihai Tudose as Prime Minister 

and thus paved the way for the formation of a new leftist Social-Democrat-led government in that country. 

US to declare China among Worst Human Trafficking Offenders 

  The United States is set to declare China as one among the world‘s worst offenders on human trafficking in its 

annual Trafficking in Persons Report.  

 The report will be unveiled by the Secretary of State Rex Tillerson to the US Congress. 

 China will be placed in ―Tier 3,‖ which will be the ranking system‘s lowest category. Countries listed in this tier are 

those who have failed to meet minimum standards to prevent human trafficking. Countries like Sudan, Iran and 

Haiti have recently been on that list. 

 

EU slaps Google with 2.42 billion euros Fine  

 The European Union‘s competition watchdog has fined Google a record 2.42 billion euro for breaching the 

anti-trust rules by illegally favouring its shopping service.  

 The European Commission regulates EU competition rules.  

  According to the European regulators, Google has abused its market dominance by offering an illegal advantage to 

its another product, its comparison shopping service.  

 The fine of 2.42 billion euro is the biggest fine for a single company in an EU antitrust case. It exceeds the 

1.06-billion-euros slapped on Intel in 2009.  

 EU‘s action has come after a 7 year-long investigation from the complaints received from Google‘s rivals such like 

Yelp, TripAdvisor, UK price comparison site Foundem, News Corp and lobbying group FairSearch.  

 The EU has asked Google to stop its anti-competitive practice in 90 days or be prepared to face penalty payments 

up to 5% of Alphabet‘s average daily worldwide turnover. 

 

NATIONAL 

FSSAI issues draft regulations for organic food products 

 Food regulator FSSAI has come out with a draft regulation for organic food products, seeking to ensure that these 

food items are actually organic. The draft has been prepared in view of rising demand for organic food products, 

being considered as healthy, in the country. 

 Organic foods will have to comply with the provisions under the National Programme for Organic Production 

(NPOP) administered by the government or the Participatory Guarantee System for India (PGS-India) run by the 

Agriculture Ministry or any other standards notified by the food authority. 

 The draft regulation mandates that labelling of organic foods should convey full and accurate information on the 

organic status of the product. 

 Organic food products should also carry a certification mark or a quality assurance mark given by any of the 

notified certification bodies. 

 The FSSAI‘s draft has exempted organic food marketed through direct sale by the original producer or producer 

organisation to the end consumer from verification compliance. However, this exemption does not apply to 

processed organic products. 

 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

CVC can now probe corruption cases in private sector banks 
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 The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) can now probe allegations of corruption in private sector banks and 

against their employees. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given the necessary approval to the CVC on this. 

 The move comes after the Supreme Court last year ruled that the chairman, managing directors and other officers of 

a private bank could be seen as public servants when it came to the Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, 1988. 

 The apex court had said all officials working in banks operating under an RBI licence would be defined as public 

servants under the PC Act. It had said bank employees, private or public, were on public duty and therefore came 

under the law. 

 The Supreme Court had also referred to Section 46A of the Banking Regulation Act and said that such bank 

officials were considered public officials. 

 

World Bank clears $250-million loan to train India's job seekers 

 

 The World Bank has cleared a USD 250-million loan for making Indian youth more employable through reskilling, 

in a move that is seen to aid the Skill India Mission. 

 The multi-lateral lender is keen to support the Indian government in its efforts to better equip the young workforce 

with employable skills. Under the program, adults in 15-59 years of age, underemployed or unemployed, will get 

the skill training. 

 

SpiceJet is world‟s top airline stock in 2017 with 124% gain 

 

 Two and a half years after SpiceJet Ltd was forced to ground its entire fleet on its inability to pay a mere $2.2 

million in fuel bills, the budget airline has become the world‘s best-performing airline stock—with $26 billion in 

plane orders to boot. 

 

Govt clears proposal for setting up new airport in Greater Noida 
 The Government has cleared the proposal for setting up a new airport in Jewar in Greater Noida. Civil Aviation 

Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju stated that in-principle approval for a greenfield airport at Jewar has been granted to 

cater to the growing flying requirements of National Capital Region. 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

Dangal becomes 1st Indian movie to earn Rs2,000 cr worldwide: Forbes 

 The Aamir Khan starrer Dangal has become the first Indian movie to earn Rs2,000 crore worldwide. Recently, 

Dangal also created the record of being the fifth highest-grossing non-English film ever. 

 Based on the life of wrestler Mahavir Singh Phogat, the sports drama film is also the highest grossing Indian film in 

China.  

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Kaushik Basu takes over as President of IEA  

  Kaushik Basu has taken over as president of the International Economic Association (IEA). Basu will serve a 

three-year term as the President.  

 Kaushik Basu has served as India‘s chief economic adviser from 2009 to 2012.  

 He has also served as senior vice-president and chief economist at the World Bank from 2012 to 2016. At present, 

Basu is the C. Marks Professor of International Studies at Cornell University. 

 

SPORTS 

Srinivas Gokulnath becomes 1st Indian to finish solo Race Across America 

 Srinivas Gokulnath from Maharashtra created history by becoming the first Indian to complete the 4,941-km Race 

Across America (RAAM) in the solo category. Considered to be the toughest cycle race in the world, he cycled for 

11 days, 18 hours and 45 minutes. 

 In a feat that marks the Indian arrival on the endurance cycling scene globally, another Maharashtrian, Dr. Amit 

Samarth followed Gokulnath at the finish line at Annapolis on American east coast. 

http://currentaffairs.adda247.com/2017/06/govt-clears-proposal-for-setting-up-new.html%20Done
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BCCI forms Committee to oversee Lodha Panel Reforms  

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has constituted a special seven-member committee to analyse the 

few contentious Lodha panel reforms which are being opposed by the state units. 

28 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

India and Netherlands sign 3 Agreements  

  India and the Netherlands have signed three MOUs after the meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

his Dutch counterpart Mark Rutte in Hague the Netherlands.  

 Prime Minister‘s visit to the Netherlands has come at a time when both the countries are celebrating 70 years of 

diplomatic relations.  

 The Netherlands has backed India‘s entry into Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and other multilateral export control 

regimes.  

 The Netherlands also supported India‘s bid for a permanent UN Security Council seat. For its part, India has 

thanked the Netherlands for its role in India‘s accession to the Missile Technology Control Regime in June 2016.  

 Also, Prime Minister Modi invited the Netherlands to join the International Solar Alliance. In addition, both the 

countries have reaffirmed their commitment towards Paris climate deal. 

 

Petya Ransomware Cyberattack  
 Petya Ransomware is part of a new wave of cyber-attacks and has infected computer servers across the world.  

Extent of Attack 
 India - In India, the ransomware has crippled the operations at one of the terminals of the Jawaharlal Nehru Port 

Trust.  

 The affected terminal was being operated by AP Moller-Maersk. The company operates the Gateway Terminals 

India (GTI) which has a capacity to handle 1.8 million standard container units.  

 The attack has impacted the external trade by affecting the systems dealing with the cargo and ships at the country‘s 

largest port.  

 World - The Petya ransomware has hit computer servers all across Europe. Ukraine and Russia are the worst 

affected countries. The ransomware has also impacted some companies in the US and other Western European 

countries. In the severely affected Ukraine, government offices, energy companies, banks, cash machines, gas 

stations, and supermarkets, Ukrainian Railways, Ukrtelecom, and the Chernobyl power plant has been worst 

affected. 

 

NATIONAL 

Election Commission joins hands with Facebook to Launch First Time Nationwide “Voter Registration 

Reminder”  

  The Election Commission of India has joined hands with Facebook to launch nationwide voter registration 

reminder aimed at reminding eligible Indian voters to register themselves on the electoral rolls. 

 As a part of the initiative, Facebook will activate a unique ‗Register Now‘ button reminding all the eligible Indian 

users to enrol themselves as voters. The reminder will be made available for four days beginning July 1.  

 When the users click the button, they will be redirected to National Voters‘ Services Portal, where they can register 

themselves as voters. The reminder will be available in 13 languages-English, Hindi, Gujarati, Tamil, Telugu, 

Malayalam, Kannada, Punjabi, Bengali, Urdu, Assamese, Marathi and Oriya. 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

UP govt signs pact with ADB for strengthening of roads 

  Uttar Pradesh Government has signed an agreement with Asian Development Bank (ADB) for a loan of 1950 

crore rupees for strengthening of roads in different district. The agreement was signed at Lucknow in the presence 

of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and ADB President Takehiko Nakao. 
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 As per agreement, ADB will provide the loan amount for Uttar Pradesh Main District Roads Development Project 

of 2782 crore rupees cost. State government will spend 832 crore rupees form its own resources on the project. 

 Project is scheduled to be completed by 2024 and ADB will provide the loan for the period of 25 years on the 

interest rate of 2 percent. 

GOVT SCHEME 

Odisha to become First State in the Country to Open a Blood Bank for Cattle  

  Odisha is set to become the first state in the country to open a blood bank for cattle. The proposal has received the 

nod from the National Agriculture Development Programme (NADP). 

  It is now awaiting the approval from the state government. 

 60% of the project cost would be funded by the Central government and the rest 40% would be funded by the 

Odisha state government.  

 Under this initiative, the blood would be procured voluntarily from the cattle farmers. The blood bank will also 

have blood transfusion facility for cattle blood.  

 The blood bank will help in preventing cattle deaths during deliveries and other ailments. It would come handy in 

saving the lives of the domesticated animals. 

 

MSME Ministry launched 'Digital MSME Scheme', exchanged MoUs with SAP India, Intel and HMT 

 MSME Minister Mr. Kalraj Mishra has launched the Digital MSME Scheme and also exchanged three MoUs with 

SAP India, Intel and HMT. The United Nations has recently declared 27th June as the UN Day for MSMEs. 

 It has been celebrated for recognizing the importance of the crucial role that the sector plays both in terms of job 

creation and contribution towards economic growth. The MSME has a total budget of Rs. 85.705 Crore including 

Government of India‘s contribution of Rs. 58.105 crore during 2017- 18 to 2019-20.  

 International Trade Centre (ITC) has celebrated the first International MSME Day on June 27, 2017. The theme of 

MSME is ‗Small business – big impact‘.‖ 

DEFENCE 

 Nathu La 

 China has accused Indian troops of ―crossing the boundary‖ in the Sikkim sector and put their immediate 

withdrawal as condition to reopen the Nathu La Pass for Indian pilgrims travelling to Kailash Mansarovar. 

 Nathu La is a mountain pass in the Himalayas. It connects the Indian state of Sikkim with China‘s Tibet 

Autonomous Region. 

 It is also one of the four officially agreed BPM (Border Personnel Meeting) points between the Indian Army and 

People‘s Liberation Army of China for regular consultations and interactions between the two armies, which helps 

in defusing stand-offs. 

 The four BPM are: Chushul in Ladakh, Nathu La in Sikkim, Bum La Pass in Tawang district of Arunachal Pradesh, 

and Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand. 

 

ENVIRONMENT,SCIENCE AND TECH 

Uranus‟ Unusual Rotation Creates Light Switch Effect 

 NASA‘s Voyager 2 spacecraft has discovered that Uranus‘ magnetosphere – the region defined by the icy planet‘s 

magnetic field and the material trapped inside it – gets flipped on and off like a light switch every day as it rotates 

along with the planet. 

 The finding showed that magnetosphere is ‗open‘ in one orientation, allowing solar wind to flow into it. It is later 

―closed‖, forming a shield against the solar wind and deflecting it away from the planet. When the magnetised solar 

wind meets this tumbling field in the right way, it can reconnect and Uranus‘ magnetosphere goes from open to 

closed to open on a daily basis. 

 Therefore, scientists say Uranus‘ rapid rotational change in field strength and orientation lead to a periodic 

open-close-open-close scenario as it tumbles through the solar wind. 
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Scientists create the brightest light ever produced on Earth 

 Scientists have created the brightest light ever produced on the Earth, shining a billion times stronger than the 

surface of the sun. The researchers discovered that it could be used as a new type of X-ray, capable of taking higher 

resolution images than the traditional kind. 

 These could be used in hospitals but also by engineers, scientists and for security purposes. Normally an electron 

scatters just one photon of light at a time but the light beam produced in the University of Nebraska-Lincoln‘s 

Extreme Light Laboratory saw nearly 1,000 photons scattered at a time. 

 

ISRO successfully launches GSAT-17 Satellite  
 ISRO has successfully launched GSAT-17 communication Satellite onboard the Ariane-5 launch vehicle from the 

Guiana Space Center at French Guiana on June 28.  

 GSAT-17 will be the ISRO‘s third satellite that is launched within a span of three months.  

 The 3,477-kg GSAT 17 communication satellite will be placed in the geostationary orbit and will have a mission 

life of 15 years.  

 The satellite will be an addition to the current fleet of 17 Indian communication satellites that are already providing 

services from space.  

 Apart from providing communication services, the satellite will provide meteorological and satellite-based data to 

help rescue services which were earlier provided by geostationary satellites called Indian National Satellite System 

(INSAT).  

 GSAT-17 will provide continuity of services of operational satellites in C, extended C and S bands  

 Once launched, ISRO‘s Master Control Facility at Hassan in Karnataka and Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh will take 

over and place the satellite in geostationary orbit. GSAT-17 was designed and assembled at the ISRO Satellite 

Centre in Bengaluru. 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Priyanka Chopra appointed as ambassador for Government‟s Skill India campaign 

 Actress Priyanka Chopra has been appointed as the ambassador for government‘s flagship Skill India campaign, 

with the National Skill Development Corporation. 

 Priyanka will use her celebrity status to motivate youngsters to hone their abilities through a media campaign. 

APPOINTMENT 

Dr. Manoj Soni takes Oath as UPSC Member  

 Dr Manoj Soni has taken Oath of Office and Secrecy as a member of the Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC).  

 The Oath was administered to him by the UPSC Chairman Prof. David R. Syiemlieh.  

 Born on 17th February 1965, Dr Manoj Soni was a former Vice-Chancellor of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Open 

University.  

 He became the youngest-ever Vice Chancellor in independent (India). Manoj Soni is a scholar of Political Science 

with specialisation in International Relation Studies. He has earned his doctorate in ―Post-Cold War International 

Systemic Transition and Indo-US Relations‖ from Sardar Patel University 

SPORTS 

Federer lifts ninth Halle Open title, defeated Alexander Zverev 

 Swiss legend Roger Federer has clinched his ninth Halle Open title after beating Alexander Zverev 6-1, 6-3 in the 

final. The top seed Roger Federer showed no mercy with fourth seed Alexander Zverev after wrapping up his ninth 

title in his 11th Halle final. 

 The final took place at the Gerry Weber Stadion in Halle, Germany. The match was the quickest final in the history 

of the Halle Open. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

NASA achieves a major milestone in developing Quieter Supersonic Jet 

 NASA has reached a major milestone in developing a quieter supersonic passenger jet that is capable of safely 

travelling over land.  

 NASA has completed the preliminary design review (PDR) of its Quiet Supersonic Transport (QueSST) aircraft 

design. NASA had forged a partnership with Lockheed Martin, in February 2016 for the QueSST preliminary 

design.  

 With this development, NASA is a step closer to actually building an X-plane. The project falls under the ambit of 

NASA‘s Commercial Supersonic Technology Project.  

 Quiet Supersonic Transport (QueSST) aircraft design is the initial design stage of NASA‘s planned Low Boom 

Flight Demonstration (LBFD) experimental airplane. The LBFD is also known as X-plane. 

 

US issues New Visa Criteria for Six Muslim Countries  

 The US has issued new criteria for visa applicants from six Muslim countries.  

 The US Supreme Court has partially restored President Trump‘s executive order that banned travel of people from 

the six Muslim-majority countries.  

 President‘s executive order was widely criticised as a ban on Muslims.  

 As per the new criteria, applicants from the six Muslim-majority countries must prove a relationship with a parent, 

spouse, child, adult son or daughter, son-in-law, daughter-in-law or sibling in the US.  

 In short, the applicants must prove a ―close‖ family or business tie to the United States.  

 As per the new guidelines, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, brothers-in-law 

and sisters-in-law, fiancées or other extended family members will not be considered as close relations by the US 

State Department.  

 However, the applicants can be exempted from the ban if they can prove a ―bona fide relationship‖ with a US 

person or entity.  

 The Supreme Court has given only a broad guidelines on such relationships and has suggested that such bonafide 

relationships would include a relative, job offer or invitation to lecture in the US. The Government lawyers must 

determine how to define such a relationship. 

 

Indian-American appointed as US Ambassador to Peru 
  U.S. President Donald Trump has appointed an Indian-American named Krishna R Urs as the new US 

Ambassador to Peru. 

 

UNESCO names Sharjah as World Book Capital 
 UNESCO has named Sharjah as the World Book Capital for 2019. Sharjah was chosen for its efforts to make books 

accessible to its entire population.  

  Sharjah was selected to underline the efforts taken by it to make books accessible for reading to as many people as 

possible, especially the marginalised populations.  

 It has followed an innovative and inclusive community-focused activity programme to engage people, in particular, 

the very large migrant population. Sharjah is the 19th city to be named as World Book Capital by the UNESCO.  

 The earlier cities which were named as World Book Capital are: Madrid (2001), Alexandria (2002), New Delhi 

(2003), Antwerp (2004), Montreal (2005), Turin (2006), Bogota (2007), Amsterdam (2008), Beirut (2009), 

Ljubljana (2010), Buenos Aires (2011), Yerevan (2012), Bangkok (2013), Port Harcourt (2014), Incheon (2015), 

Wroclaw (2016), Conakry (2017) and Athens (2018) 

 

NATIONAL 

NALSA has launched Web Application for Legal Services to Prisoners  

  NALSA has launched a web application for free Legal Services to Prisoners at the conference held at Indian Law 

Institute, New Delhi.  

 The Conference saw the participation of Member Secretaries and administrative officers of 18 State Legal Services 

Authorities.  
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 The Legal Services Management System has been developed by the National Informatics Centre (NIC). Salient 

Facts  

 The State Legal Services Authorities and District Legal Services Authorities will feed into the web application the 

data for each individual prison inmate in the jails within their jurisdiction. The feeds will have details regarding the 

representation of prisoners through a counsel in the court.  

 The software will also help in generating reports showing the total number of inmates, the number of inmates 

unrepresented, the number of inmates represented by legal services lawyers and the number of inmates represented 

by private lawyers.  

 All these information can be generated State wise, District wise and also with respect to each jail. The software is 

also capable of generating information with regard to prisoners eligible for bail under Section 436-A Cr.P.C. 

 

APEDA refutes rumours about plastic rice 

 Agricultural and Processed Foods Export Development Agency (APEDA) has refuted rumours about plastic rice, 

attributing the videos on social media showing bouncing rice balls to a natural property of rice. 

 According to APEDA, the buoyancy of rice balls dropping on a hard surface is its natural property and it depends 

on the amylose content. Rice starch consists of two main components — amylose and amylopectine — generally in 

a proportion of 25:75. However, there exists a lot of variation in germ plasm with respect to proportion of amylose 

and amylopectine. If, amylose is low (<10%), the rice on cooking tends to become very sticky and the rice balls 

made of such cooked rice will have no buoyancy on dropping to a surface. However, the rice balls made up of 

cooked rice from intermediate to high amylose (22-30%) type rice, will have buoyancy and these balls will jump for 

three-four times when dropped on hard surface. 

 

On the lines of INTERPOL, Northeastern states to have NEPOL 

 

 It is a proposed police organization by the North eastern states including West Bengal in the lines of International 

Police Organization(INTERPOL). It will facilitate cooperation between the states of the region in tackling 

insurgency, cross border crime and smuggling. 

 North eastern militants have come together and formed United Liberation Front of Western South East Asia 

(UNLFW), an umbrella organization comprising of the United Liberation Front of Assam (Independent), 

Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland (Khaplang), Kamatapur Liberation Organization (KLO) and National 

Democratic Front of Bodoland (Songbijit). This organisation has orchestrated several strikes on security forces. 

 Also, North eastern states share over 4500km long border with Bangladesh, China, Myanmar and Bhutan. India and 

Bangladesh share a 4,096-km-long border, of which 262 km falls in Assam. 

 Hence, cooperation among the police forces between the states is necessary. 

 

PM Modi inaugurates Centenary Celebrations of Sabarmati Ashram  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the centenary celebrations of Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad.  

 The Prime Minister has also released the coin and postal stamp in the honour of Shrimad Rajchandraji on his 150th 

birth anniversary at Abhay Ghat.  

 Shrimad Rajchandraji was the guru to Mahatma Gandhi Sabarmati Ashram Sabarmati Ashram otherwise called as 

Gandhi Ashram, Harijan Ashram, or Satyagraha Ashram is located on the banks of the River Sabarmati. Sabarmati 

Ashram served as one of the residences of Mahatma Gandhi for twelve long years.  

 The ashram has been declared as a national monument by the Indian government. Gandhiji started the Dandi march 

also called as Salt Satyagraha from Sabarmati Ashram on 12 March 1930. 

ECONOMY,BANKING AND FINANCE 

CBDT entered into Five Unilateral Advance Pricing Agreement 

 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has entered into Five Unilateral Advance Pricing Agreement with 

Indian taxpayers. A Bilateral Advance Pricing Agreement involving United Kingdom has also been signed. 

 The APAs signed pertain to healthcare, information technology and gaming/animation (media) sectors of the 

economy. 
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 The APA Scheme endeavours to provide certainty to taxpayers in the domain of transfer pricing by specifying the 

methods of pricing and determining the arm‘s length price of international transactions in advance for the maximum 

of five future years. 

 Further, the taxpayer has the option to rollback the APA for four preceding years, as a result of which, tax certainty 

for a total period of nine years is provided. Since its inception, the APA scheme has attracted tremendous interest 

among Multi National Enterprises (MNEs). An APA can be unilateral, bilateral, or multilateral. 

An APA provides the following Benefits: 

 Certainty with respect to tax outcome of the tax payer‘s international transactions, by agreeing in advance the arm‘s 

length pricing or pricing methodology (ies) to be applied to the tax payer‘s international transactions covered by the 

APA. 

 Removal of an audit threat (minimize rigours of audit), and deliverance of a particular tax outcome based on the 

terms of the agreement. 

 Substantial reduction of compliance costs over the term of the APA. 

 For tax authorities, an APA reduces cost of administration and also frees scarce resources. 

 

India offers $100,000 to UN Tax Fund  
 India has contributed $ 100,000 to the UN Trust Fund for International Cooperation in Tax Matters (the UN Tax 

Fund).  

 The fund is aimed at helping the developing countries to actively participate in the discussion of tax issues.  

 This was announced by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs Office for Financing, Development 

Office.  

 India has also earned the distinction of becoming the first country to make a voluntary contribution to the UN tax 

fund. 

 

GOVT SCHEME 

Swasth Saarthi Abhiyaan (SSA) 

 The SSA event is a unique initiative to address the major issues being faced by public transport drivers, with almost 

all of them being users of CNG. 

 It is a two month long mega campaign focusing on providing preventive healthcare to the auto, taxi and bus drivers 

of the region. It will provide free health checkup which includes blood test, sugar test, eye test. 

 SSA is an initiative of Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL). 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Statistics Day: 29th June 

 The National Statistics Day, celebrated every year on June 29 to mark the birth anniversary of renowned statistician 

Prof. P.C. Mahalanobis. 

 He was the first Indian statistician to receive world recognition. In 1933, he had founded the first Indian statistical 

journal Sankhya. 

 

PERSONS IN NEWS 

Vidya Balan named ambassador of Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 

 Actress Vidya Balan has named an ambassador of the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM). 

 It will be held in August 10-22, 2017, which showcase over 60 films. In 2017, IFFM has diversity as its central 

theme. 

APPOINTMENT 

NIFT Chairperson: 
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 The Union Government has appointed Shri Rajesh V. Shah as Chairperson on the Board of Governors of the 

National Institute of Fashion Technology as per the provisions of the National Institute of Fashion Technology Act, 

2006. 

 

30 JUNE 

INTERNATIONAL 

Germany legalises Same-Sex Marriage 

  Germany has legalised same-sex marriage in line with a host of other European countries. German lawmakers had 

voted 393 for- and 226 against legalising same-sex marriage. 

UNSC approves resolution reducing joint UN-AU peacekeeping force in Sudan‟s Darfur 

 The UN Security Council has unanimously approved a resolution sharply reducing the joint United Nations-African 

Union peacekeeping force in Sudan‘s troubled Darfur region. 

 The British-drafted resolution will reduce the number of peacekeepers by 44 per cent and international police by 

about 27 per cent in the Darfur mission. 

 

British PM Theresa May wins confidence vote in parliament 

  British Prime Minister Theresa May narrowly won the confidence vote in the parliament, winning her first major 

test as the Prime Minister of a minority government in the United Kingdom (UK). 

 With this, May was finally confirmed as the British Prime Minister three weeks after the election, after winning the 

vote on her legislative program known as the Queen's Speech. 

 

NATIONAL 

PM inaugurates filling of Aji Dam under Sauni Yojana 

 The Prime Minister inaugurated the filling of Aji Dam near Rajkot under Sauni Yojana. The Narmada water 

reaching the dam will resolve the water woes of the people of this city in Saurashtra region which has been facing 

perennial water shortage due to deficient rains. 

 The project is not a part of the Narmada project but is based on it.  

 1 MAFT (million acre feet) flood water has been allotted to Saurashtra by the state government and this water will 

be pumped to major reservoirs in the region under the SAUNI Yojna. Unlike traditional irrigation projects, SAUNI 

is technically a ‗linking‘ project, where the water will be filled in irrigation dams that are already equipped with 

canal network. This network of canals will then help channel water into farms. 

 Also, SAUNI project involves making pipe canals instead of the conventional open canals. The pipelines in the 

SAUNI project are underground, which means that no land needs to be acquired.\ 

 

Govt. unveils new hydrocarbon policy 
 Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan introduced a new oil and gas block licensing policy that is expected to 

open up 2.8 million square kilometers of sedimentary basins to exploration and production activities. 

 The Minister was at the inauguration of the government‘s Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) and the National 

Data Repository. The OALP, a part of the government‘s Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP), 

gives exploration companies the option to select the exploration blocks on their own, without having to wait for the 

formal bid round from the Government. 

GOVT SCHEME 

Dr. Jitendra Singh launches new training programme „COMMIT‟ for State Government officials  
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 The Minister of State for Public Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh launched a 

new training program 'Comprehensive Online Modified Modules on Induction Training' (COMMIT) for State 

Government officials.  

 The objective of this training program is to improve the public service delivery mechanism and provide 

citizen-centric administration through capacity building of officials who interact with the citizens on day-to-day 

basis. 

 COMMIT will be launched in 6 States of Assam, Haryana, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and West Bengal 

initially on the pilot basis during the current financial year 2017-18 and within next year it is expected to cover all 

India level 

 

DEFENCE 

US to sell C-17 Globemaster Transport Aircraft to India June  

 US has decided to sell one C-17 transport aircraft to India. US and India have built a close defence relationship in 

recent years.  

 The US along with Russia and Israel has emerged as a top three arms supplier to India.  

 The sale of USD 366.2 million C-17 transport aircraft manufactured by Boeing also includes one Missile Warning 

System, one Countermeasures Dispensing System, one Identification Friend or Foe (IFF) Transponder and 

precision navigation equipment.   

 This proposed sale is expected to improve the capability of India to meet current and future strategic airlift 

requirements as the country lies in a region prone to natural disasters.  

 It will also provide additional capability for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. In addition, India will be 

able to provide more rapid strategic combat airlift capabilities for its armed forces.  

 The proposed sale is expected to improve the capability of India to meet current and future strategic airlift 

requirements as the country lies in a region prone to natural disasters. It will also provide additional capability for 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. In addition, India will be able to provide more rapid strategic combat 

airlift capabilities for its armed forces. 

 

Army, PLA in a tug of war over Doklam Plateau 
 

 At the heart of the border dispute between India and China is a road being built by China in Doklam, where it has a 

territorial dispute with Bhutan. Beijing has accused India of having a ―hidden agenda‖ hinting that New Delhi is 

trying to stop it from building the road on Bhutan‘s behalf. Bhutan has lodged a formal protest asking China to stop 

work on the road. 

 

 Doklam, also called Donglang, is under Chinese control, but is also claimed by Bhutan. It is located at a tri-junction 

of India, Tibet and Bhutan and is close to the Nathu La pass, through which China has blocked this year‘s Kailash 

Mansoravar yatra or pilgrimage over the border tension with India. 

 Doklam is disputed territory and Bhutan has a written agreement with China that pending the final resolution of the 

boundary issue, peace and tranquility should be maintained in the area. 

 The disputed area also provides, according to India perspective, a bigger buffer to its sensitive Chicken‘s Neck, or 

the Siliguri Corridor, which is an extremely narrow stretch of land that connects the north-eastern region to the rest 

of India. From the Chumbi Valley it is just a little over 100 kilometres away. 

APPOINTMENT 

Vijay Keshav Gokhale appointed economic relations secretary in MEA 

 Senior diplomat Vijay Keshav Gokhale was appointed as the economic relations secretary in the Ministry of 

External Affairs (MEA). The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved his appointment. 


